
  
 

AGENDA 

 

 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 

 May 27, 2026 @ 10:15 AM or Immediately Following PVWD Meeting 

 

Meeting Held at: 

Harris Ranch Inn & Restaurant 

North Ballroom 

24505 W Dorris Ave, Coalinga, CA 93210 

 

Also made accessibile by video at the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541663211?pwd=0tM9JqCWWd8oAE5lkPBKW1eLFLLaR3.1 

 

Meeting ID: 895 4166 3211 

Passcode: 036941 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Public Comment  

Any member of the public may address the Board concerning any matter on the agenda. 

Public comment is limited to three minutes per person and no more than fifteen minutes 

per topic. For good cause, the meeting Chair may waive these limitations.  

 

3. Closed Session  

The Board will meet with Legal Counsel in closed session pursuant to the Government 

Code sections noted to discuss the following: 

a. Conference with Legal Counsel- Anticipated Litigation  

Significant exposure to litigation (Pursuant to Cal. Gov. Code section 

54956.9(d)(4))) – 1 potential case 

 

4. Report from Closed Session, if any, Required by Government Code Section 54957.1 

 

5. Consent Calendar   

All items listed on the Consent Calendar are routine and non-controversial and will be acted 

upon by a single action of the Board of Directors, unless a Board Member requests separate 

consideration of the item. If such a request is made, the item may be heard as an action 

item at this meeting. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541663211?pwd=0tM9JqCWWd8oAE5lkPBKW1eLFLLaR3.1


  
Board of Directors to: 

a. Consider and Discuss Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of March 

24, 2026 

b. Consider and Discuss Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of April 

28, 2026 

 

6. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act  

Serving as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency of the Pleasant Valley Subbasin: 

a. Receive an Update and/or Provide Input on Sustainable Groundwater Management 

Act Implementation/Compliance Activities, including the Groundwater 

Sustainability Plan.  

b. Receive an Update on the PVGSA Recharge Policy 

c. Consider and Discuss Approval of a 2026 Allocation Confirmation Request 

Received after the Deadline 

d. Consider and Discuss Approval of the PVGSA Penalty Policy 

e. Consider and Discuss Approval of Groundwater Extraction Fee Report and 

Authorize Staff to Set Date and Mail Notice for Public Hearing to Consider Same  

 

7. General Manager’s Report (Woolf) 

a. Provide an Update on Meter Readings January – March 2026 

b. Provide an Update on Grants 

 

8. General Counsel’s Report (Stevens) 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

Accessibility 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you are a person with a disability and 

you need a disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please 

contact info@pvwdgsa.org. Notifications of at least 48 hours prior to a regular/special meeting 

will assist staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made. 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors 
FROM: Alexis K. Stevens 
SUBJECT: Edits Proposed to March 24, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
DATE: May 27, 2026 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

At the April 28, 2026 Board meeting, Director Sebastian Silveria noted that he would be 
proposing edits to the minutes of the March 24, 2026 Board meeting, but the edits had not yet 
been provided to staff.  It was determined that the Board should hold off on voting on approval 
of the March minutes until the proposed edits could be reviewed.  Later that day, Russell 
McGlothlin, counsel for Gladstone Land Company (Gladstone), shared Gladstone’s proposed 
edits to the March minutes.   

 
Gladstone is proposing edits to the minutes regarding two agenda items.  The first agenda 

item is the Land IQ Presentation.  Mr. McGlothlin proposes edits to the minutes regarding his 
specific comments made during the meeting.  The second agenda item is Resolution 01-2026 
where Mr. McGlothlin proposes edits to the minutes discussing the motion made by Director 
Whelan and the subsequent failure of that motion. 

 
For your reference, Attachment A to this memo are the draft March minutes that were 

prepared and reviewed by PVGSA staff.  Attachment B to this memo are the draft March 
minutes with the edits proposed by Gladstone. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 Edits to Land IQ Presentation Item:  Although I believe the draft minutes 
prepared/reviewed by staff (Attachment A) are accurate, I don’t have any issue with the edits 
proposed by Mr. McGlothlin for the Land IQ Presentation item.    
 

Edits to the Resolution 01-2026 Item:  I have concerns about the accuracy of the 
proposed edits to Director Whelan’s motion regarding Resolution 0-1-2026 agenda item.  For 
this reason I do not recommend accepting the proposed edits.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT A 



 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
 

 
March 24, 2026 

 
 

 The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency held a 
Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 24505 W. Dorris Avenue, Coalinga, CA 
and by teleconference.  A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to order by 
President Anderson at approximately 10:06 a.m.  Directors attending the meeting were James 
Anderson, Turner Christensen, Karen d’Artenay, Craig Finster, William Fisher, Joseph Lovelace, 
James Nichols, Sebastian Silveira, and Brian Whelan.  Also in attendance were Calvin Monreal, 
James Fisher, Sarah Woolf, Lindsay Cederquist, Lauren Layne, Wesley Henson, Emily Lovell, 
Cam Hewitson, Brett Hewitson, Amanda Peisch-Derby, John Kinsey, Lisa Hansen McEwen, 
Russell McGlothlin, Peter Allbright, Kyle Murai, Jesse Barron, Matthew de Koeyer, Mark Arax, 
Joshua Nugent, Joel Kimmelshue, Brad Gleason, Rod Stiefvater, Carolyn Welch, Alexis Stevens 
(General Counsel) and Donna Wilt (bookkeeper).    
   
PUBLIC COMMENT.  None at this time. 
 
CLOSED SESSION.   

a. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation 
Significant exposure to litigation  (Pursuant to California Government Code section 
54956.9(d)(4))) - 1 potential case. 

 
REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY, REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT CODE 
SECTION 54957.1.  No report. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR.   
 

a. The minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on February 24, 2026 were reviewed and 
discussed.  Director Lovelace moved to approve the February 24, 2026 Minutes 
which was seconded by Director Christensen.  The motion was approved as follows:   
AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 
Silveira, and Whelan 
NOES:  None 
ABTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENTEES:  None 

b. There were no Accounts Payable Reports for the Board to review/approve.  No action 
was taken.   
 

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT.  The Board reviewed and 
discussed the following items. 
 



 

a. SWRCB meeting on March 16, 2026. – EKI reported that there was a meeting with 
State Board staff on March 16, 2026 to update them on the Water Balance and the 
timeline for submitting a DRAFT Revised GSP on April 7, 2026.  A slide on the 
timeline for the Workshop and submittal of the DRAFT, feedback from State Board 
staff, and eventual adoption was presented. 

b. Annual Report – James Fisher of Provost & Pritchard gave a presentation on the 
Annual Report to be submitted to DWR by April 1, 2026.    

c. Land IQ Presentation – Joel Kimmelshue with Land IQ gave a presentation on the 
analysis he did on the beneficial and non-beneficial use acreage within Pleasant 
Valley GSA.  The analysis done by Land IQ assumes that the lands designated as hay 
and grain are to be designated as non-beneficial unless evidence conclusively proving 
otherwise is provided.  James Fisher with Provost & Pritchard explained that 
determinations of beneficial and non-beneficial use were aligned with Land IQ’s 
framework, but were supplemented by grower survey data. Staff informed the Board 
that they were continuing to comply with the Allocation and Use Policy and using 
landowner surveys and feedback from the Allocation Confirmations to further 
determine beneficial and non-beneficial use acreage.  Following the presentation 
comments were received and discussion ensued: 
• President Anderson asked whether Land IQ distinguishes between abandoned and 

active orchards, and asked about its accuracy. 
• Additional questions were raised about whether pre-irrigated land would be 

detected. 
• Kyle Murai commented on the decision to use grower survey data as the primary 

anchor. He questioned the information provided by the grower surveys, noting 
that “cropped” is distinct from “cropped and irrigated,” and recommended a more 
thorough review of discrepancies. James from Provost & Pritchard clarified that 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) data serves as the anchor and that data is 
supplemented by grower surveys. 

• Brad Gleason noted that while overdraft is a problem, the concern is that 
allocations may effectively be benefiting some landowners at the expense of 
others.  

• Russ McGlothlin, representing Gladstone Land Corporation (Gladstone), 
expressed concern that the approach utilized does not implement policy 
requirements. He stated that the data used demonstrates cropping but does not 
establish irrigation. He cautioned that failure to follow statutory requirements 
could expose the agency to civil liability and characterized misapplication of 
policy language as “arbitrary and capricious” decision-making.  

• Lauren Layne commented that policies can be interpreted in different ways and 
that the Board’s actions are not necessarily failing to implement the policy 
requirement. She stated that plenty of evidence was considered in creating the 
allocation framework, and it’s not an arbitrary method.  She noted that allocation 
amounts alone are not the management actions that will reduce pumping in 
subsidence areas and urged focus on concrete management actions. 

• Kyle Murai commented that it does not make sense to allocate water to parties 
who may simply sell it to others.  



 

• Director Brian Whelan commented that the creation of a water market has 
produced winners and losers. 

• Director Lovelace argued that a cap would provide basin-wide protection. He 
characterized the cap as a governance tool rather than a methodology choice and 
expressed frustration about not feeling adequately represented or supported in his 
proposal.  

• Director Silveria asked whether the presentation deck could be disseminated and 
asked how the Land IQ’s time was paid for.  Staff explained that the cost was split 
with Gladstone. 

 
ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE JANUARY 14, 2026 MEETING.  General Counsel Alexis Stevens 
explained to the Board that it had received a cure and correct letter from Gladstone related to all 
actions taken at the January 14, 2026 meeting.  She explained that the best thing for the Board to 
do was to reconsider the action items from the January 14, 2026 meeting. 
 

a. Adoption of Resolution 01-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 01-26.  
General Counsel Alexis Stevens explained that revisions and updates had been made 
to the Resolution and the Provost & Pritchard memo discussing the methodology 
used.  She then reviewed those revisions and updates with the Board.  The Board then 
heard comments and discussion ensued: 
• Russ McGlothlin asked why the tables in the resolution differed from those in the 

memo.  It was clarified that the memo has the most recent numbers and they will 
be incorporated into the resolution.  

• John Kinsey commented that while he understood the methodology used to 
distinguish irrigated from non-irrigated lands, he had concerns about differential 
treatment and argued that the approach infringed on his clients’ water rights.  He 
also commented that transitional water should not exist because it is recharged 
from his clients’ land.  He recommended that the Board should revisit the entire 
policy. 

• Director Silveria asked whether staff recommended incorporating the Land IQ 
data into the resolution. Staff stated that no changes would be made based on the 
Land IQ data and that further updates would only reflect grower survey 
information. General Counsel further clarified that the resolution before the Board 
was the staff’s recommendation.  

• Director Silveria then asked whether amendments could be offered to the 
resolution. 

• Director Whelan then asked whether the January Board packet contained incorrect 
numbers and whether the March memo reflected the corrected figures. Staff 
confirmed that the March memo contains the most up-to-date numbers.  

 
President Anderson then called for a motion.  
 
Director Whelan made a motion proposing that the Board adopt the Land IQ irrigated 
acreage total of 16,000 acres as the basis for determining allocations, which was 



 

seconded by Director Silveira.  The matter was put to a vote and the votes were cast 
as follows:   
 
AYES:  Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira and Whelan 
NOES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster and Fisher 
ABTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENTEES:  None 
 
The motion proposing that the Board adopt the Land IQ irrigated acreage total of 
16,000 acres as the basis for determining allocations failed. 
 
Director Anderson then moved to approve Resolution 01-26 with the acreage 
presented in the Provost and Pritchard memorandum as presented, which was 
seconded by Director Christensen.  The matter was put to a vote and the votes were 
cast as follows: 
 
AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster and Fisher 
NOES:  Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira and Whelan 
ABSTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENTEES:  None 
 
The motion to approve Resolution 01-26 with the acreage presented in the Provost 
and Pritchard memorandum as proposed was carried. 
 

b. Adoption of Resolution 02-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 02-26, 
Setting a Groundwater Extraction Fee for Fiscal Year 2025-2026.  Director 
Christensen moved to approve Resolution 02-26, which was seconded by Director 
Fisher.  The motion was approved as follows: 
AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace Nichols, Silveira 
and Whelan 
NOES:  None 
ABTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENTEES:  None 
 

c. Adoption of Resolution 03-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 03-26, 
Setting Regular Board Meeting Date, Time, and Location.  Director Finster moved to 
approve Resolution 03-26, which was seconded by Director d’Artenay.  The motion 
was approved as follows: 
AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 
Silveira and Whelan 
NOES:  None 
ABTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENTEES:  None 
 

d. Adoption of Resolution 04-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 04-26, 
Designating Location of PVGSA Office and Mailing Address.  Director Christensen 



 

moved to approve Resolution 04-26, which was seconded by Director Fisher.  The 
motion was approved as follows: 
AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 
Silveira and Whelan 
NOES:  None 
ABTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENTEES:  None 

 
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT.  Sarah Woolf reported to the Board on the Following 
items: 
 

a. Insurance Update – Staff is continuing to move forward with obtaining insurance 
coverage. 

 
b. Scope of Work for Provost & Pritchard Proposition to Conduct 218 Procedeedings –

Provost & Pritchard estimates that it should cost no more than $8,000 to finalize the 
report they previously prepared to support an increase of the Groundwater Extraction 
Charge.  Director Fisher move to approve Provost & Prichard’s scope of work to 
finalize the report in support of an increased Groundwater Extraction Charge, which 
was seconded by Director Christensen.  The motion was approved as follows: 
AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols and 
Silveira 
NOES:  None 
ABTENTIONS:  Whelan 
ABSENTEES:  None 
 

c. Allocation Confirmation – The General Manager provided an update on the 
Allocation Confirmation forms.  About 70% have been received so far. The General 
Manager recommended that the Board approve a deadline of April 15, 2026 for 
submission of the Allocation Confirmation forms. 

 
d. Allocation Form Deadline April 15, 2026 – The Board discussed approving the April 

15, 2026 deadline recommended by the General Manager.  Director Christensen 
moved to approve the April 15, 2026 deadline for submission of the Allocation 
Confirmation forms, which was seconded by Director Whelan.  The motion was 
approved as follows: 
AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 
Silveira and Whelan 
NOES:  None 
ABTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENTEES:  None 
 

e. Financial Update – The General Manager reported that staff is in the process of 
opening new bank account for the GSA to separately track its financials from the 
water district. 

  



 

GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT.  No report at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:18 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      ________________________ 
      Craig Finster, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE 
PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

March 24, 2026 

The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency held a 
Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 24505 W. Dorris Avenue, Coalinga, CA 
and by teleconference. A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to order by 
President Anderson at approximately 10:06 a.m. Directors attending the meeting were James 
Anderson, Turner Christensen, Karen d’Artenay, Craig Finster, William Fisher, Joseph Lovelace, 
James Nichols, Sebastian Silveira, and Brian Whelan. Also in attendance were Calvin Monreal, 
James Fisher, Sarah Woolf, Lindsay Cederquist, Lauren Layne, Wesley Henson, Emily Lovell, 
Cam Hewitson, Brett Hewitson, Amanda Peisch-Derby, John Kinsey, Lisa Hansen McEwen, 
Russell McGlothlin, Peter Allbright, Kyle Murai, Jesse Barron, Matthew de Koeyer, Mark Arax, 
Joshua Nugent, Joel Kimmelshue, Brad Gleason, Rod Stiefvater, Carolyn Welch, Alexis Stevens 
(General Counsel) and Donna Wilt (bookkeeper). 

PUBLIC COMMENT. None at this time. 

CLOSED SESSION. 
a. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation 

Significant exposure to litigation (Pursuant to California Government Code section 
54956.9(d)(4))) - 1 potential case. 

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY, REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT CODE 
SECTION 54957.1. No report. 

CONSENT CALENDAR. 
a. The minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on February 24, 2026 were reviewed and 
discussed. Director Lovelace moved to approve the February 24, 2026 Minutes which was 
seconded by Director Christensen. The motion was approved as follows: 

AYES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira, 
and Whelan 
NOES: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENTEES: None 

b. There were no Accounts Payable Reports for the Board to review/approve. No action was 
taken. 

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT. The Board reviewed and 
discussed the following items. 

a. SWRCB meeting on March 16, 2026. – EKI reported that there was a meeting with State 
Board staff on March 16, 2026 to update them on the Water Balance and the timeline for 
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submitting a Draft Revised GSP on April 7, 2026. A slide on the timeline for the Workshop 
and submittal of the Draft, feedback from State Board staff, and eventual adoption was 
presented. 
b. Annual Report – James Fisher of Provost & Pritchard gave a presentation on the Annual 
Report to be submitted to DWR by April 1, 2026. 
c. Land IQ Presentation – Joel Kimmelshue with Land IQ gave a presentation on the analysis 
he did on the beneficial and non-beneficial use acreage within Pleasant Valley GSA. The 
analysis done by Land IQ assumes that the lands designated as hay and grain are to be 
designated as non-beneficial unless evidence conclusively proving otherwise is provided. 
James Fisher with Provost & Pritchard explained that determinations of beneficial and non-
beneficial use were aligned with Land IQ’s framework, but were supplemented by grower 
survey data. Staff informed the Board that they were continuing to comply with the 
Allocation and Use Policy and using landowner surveys and feedback from the Allocation 
Confirmations to further determine beneficial and non-beneficial use acreage. Following the 
presentation comments were received and discussion ensued: 

• President Anderson asked whether Land IQ distinguishes between abandoned and 
active orchards, and asked about its accuracy. 

• Additional questions were raised about whether pre-irrigated land would be detected. 
• Kyle Murai commented on the decision to use grower survey data as the primary 

anchor. He questioned the information provided by the grower surveys, noting that 
“cropped” is distinct from “cropped and irrigated,” and recommended a more 
thorough review of discrepancies. James from Provost & Pritchard clarified that 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) data serves as the anchor and that data is 
supplemented by grower surveys. 

• Brad Gleason noted that while overdraft is a problem, the concern is that allocations 
may effectively be benefiting some landowners at the expense of others. 

• Russ McGlothlin, representing Gladstone Land Corporation (Gladstone), expressed 
concern that the approach utilized does not implement policy requirements because 
the Allocation Policy defines “Beneficial Use Acre” as an acre on which there was 
beneficial use of groundwater extracted from the Basin or In Lieu Use. He stated that 
the data used demonstrates cropping but does not establish irrigation. He cautioned 
that failure to follow statutory requirements could expose the agency to a writ of 
mandate lawsuit and characterized misapplication of policy language as “arbitrary 
and capricious” decision-making.  He also stated that the suggestion that there was 
insufficient time to calculate actual irrigated acres using the Land IQ data was wrong 
because the Allocation Policy allows a year to cure overextraction and thus correctly-
determined allocations would simply adjust the amount landowner’s would be 
obligated to cure next year. 

• Lauren Layne commented that policies can be interpreted in different ways and that 
the Board’s actions are not necessarily failing to implement the policy requirement. 
She stated that plenty of evidence was considered in creating the allocation 
framework, and it’s not an arbitrary method. She noted that allocation amounts alone 
are not the management actions that will reduce pumping in subsidence areas and 
urged focus on concrete management actions. 
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• Kyle Murai commented that it does not make sense to allocate water to parties who 
may simply sell it to others. 

• Director Brian Whelan commented that the creation of a water market has produced 
winners and losers. 

• Director Lovelace argued that a cap would provide basin-wide protection. He 
characterized the cap as a governance tool rather than a methodology choice and 
expressed frustration about not feeling adequately represented or supported in his 
proposal. 

• Director Silveira asked whether the presentation deck could be disseminated and 
asked how the Land IQ’s time was paid for. Staff explained that the cost was split 
with Gladstone. 

ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE JANUARY 14, 2026 MEETING. General Counsel Alexis 
Stevens explained to the Board that it had received a cure and correct letter from Gladstone 
related to all actions taken at the January 14, 2026 meeting. She explained that the best thing for 
the Board to do was to reconsider the action items from the January 14, 2026 meeting. 

a. Adoption of Resolution 01-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 01-26. 
General Counsel Alexis Stevens explained that revisions and updates had been made to the 
Resolution and the Provost & Pritchard memo discussing the methodology used. She then 
reviewed those revisions and updates with the Board. The Board then heard comments and 
discussion ensued: 

• Russ McGlothlin asked why the tables in the resolution differed from those in the 
memo. It was clarified that the memo has the most recent numbers and they will be 
incorporated into the resolution. 

• John Kinsey commented that while he understood the methodology used to 
distinguish irrigated from non-irrigated lands, he had concerns about differential 
treatment and argued that the approach infringed on his clients’ water rights. He also 
commented that transitional water should not exist because it is recharged from his 
clients’ land. He recommended that the Board should revisit the entire policy. 

• Director Silveira asked whether staff recommended incorporating the Land IQ data 
into the resolution. Staff stated that no changes would be made based on the Land IQ 
data and that further updates would only reflect grower survey information. General 
Counsel further clarified that the resolution before the Board was the staff’s 
recommendation. 

• Director Silveira then asked whether amendments could be offered to the resolution. 
• Director Whelan then asked whether the January Board packet contained incorrect 

numbers and whether the March memo reflected the corrected figures. Staff 
confirmed that the March memo contains the most up-to-date numbers. 

President Anderson then called for a motion. 

Director Whelan made a motion proposing that the Board use the Land IQ data as the basis for 
determining allocations whereby, as Joel Kimmelshue proposed,  the Land IQ data would be 
used as a starting point for determining allocations with an opportunity for growers to prove that 
they did irrigate in circumstances where Land IQ did not identify evidence of irrigation. Director 
Silveira seconded the motion. The matter was put to a vote and the votes were cast as follows: 
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AYES: Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira and Whelan 
NOES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster and Fisher 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENTEES: None 

The motion  failed. 

Director Anderson then moved to approve Resolution 01-26 with the acreage presented in the 
Provost and Pritchard memorandum as presented, which was seconded by Director Christensen. 
The matter was put to a vote, and the votes were cast as follows: 

AYES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster and Fisher 
NOES: Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira and Whelan 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENTEES: None 

The motion to approve Resolution 01-26 with the acreage presented in the Provost and Pritchard 
memorandum as proposed was carried. 

b. Adoption of Resolution 02-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 02-26, 
Setting a Groundwater Extraction Fee for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. Director Christensen 
moved to approve Resolution 02-26, which was seconded by Director Fisher. The motion 
was approved as follows: 

AYES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira 
and Whelan 
NOES: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENTEES: None 

c. Adoption of Resolution 03-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 03-26, 
Setting Regular Board Meeting Date, Time, and Location. Director Finster moved to approve 
Resolution 03-26, which was seconded by Director d’Artenay. The motion was approved as 
follows: 

AYES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira 
and Whelan 
NOES: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENTEES: None 

d. Adoption of Resolution 04-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 04-26, 
Designating Location of PVGSA Office and Mailing Address. Director Christensen moved to 
approve Resolution 04-26, which was seconded by Director Fisher. The motion was 
approved as follows: 

AYES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira 
and Whelan 
NOES: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENTEES: None 



DRAFT with R. McGlothlin Proposed Edits 

Page 5 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT. Sarah Woolf reported to the Board on the following 
items: 

a. Insurance Update – Staff is continuing to move forward with obtaining insurance 
coverage. 
b. Scope of Work for Provost & Pritchard Proposition to Conduct 218 Proceedings – Provost 
& Pritchard estimates that it should cost no more than $8,000 to finalize the report they 
previously prepared to support an increase of the Groundwater Extraction Charge. Director 
Fisher moved to approve Provost & Pritchard’s scope of work to finalize the report in 
support of an increased Groundwater Extraction Charge, which was seconded by Director 
Christensen. The motion was approved as follows: 

AYES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols and 
Silveira 
NOES: None 
ABSTENTIONS: Whelan 
ABSENTEES: None 

c. Allocation Confirmation – The General Manager provided an update on the Allocation 
Confirmation forms. About 70% have been received so far. The General Manager 
recommended that the Board approve a deadline of April 15, 2026 for submission of the 
Allocation Confirmation forms. 
d. Allocation Form Deadline April 15, 2026 – The Board discussed approving the April 15, 
2026 deadline recommended by the General Manager. Director Christensen moved to 
approve the April 15, 2026 deadline for submission of the Allocation Confirmation forms, 
which was seconded by Director Whelan. The motion was approved as follows: 

AYES: Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira 
and Whelan 
NOES: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
ABSENTEES: None 

e. Financial Update – The General Manager reported that staff is in the process of opening a 
new bank account for the GSA to separately track its financials from the water district. 

GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT. No report at this time. 

ADJOURNMENT. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:18 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Craig Finster, Secretary 



 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 

 

April 28, 2026 

 

 

 The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability held a Regular 

Board Meeting on Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 24505 W. Dorris Avenue, Coalinga, CA and by 

teleconference.  A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to order by President 

Anderson at approximately 10:31 a.m.  Directors attending the meeting were James Anderson, 

Turner Christensen, Craig Finster, William Fisher, Joseph Lovelace, James Nichols, Sebastian 

Silveira, and Brian Whelan.  Director Karen d’Artenay was not in attendance.  Also in 

attendance were James Fisher, Sarah Woolf, Lindsay Cederquist, Lauren Layne, Wesley Henson, 

Emily Lovell, John Kinsey, Lisa Hansen McEwen, Kyle Murai, Jesse Barron, Matthew de 

Koeyer, Mark Arax, Joshua Nugent, Kyle Wilken, Linda Whelan, Rachel Alstrom, Dan 

Bergman, Cameron Hewiston, Brett Hewitson, Alexis Stevens (General Counsel) and Donna 

Wilt (bookkeeper).    

   

PUBLIC COMMENT.  Dan Bergman with the City of Coalinga informed the Board that the City 

is allocated approximately 10,000 acre feet of water annually.  Any excess water the City has can 

be sold to the Pleasant Valley landowners in the area.  The City is also redesigning the 

wastewater treatment plant to recharge water back into the aquifer. The City wants to be a good 

partner in the basin and looks forward to working together. 

 

CLOSED SESSION.   

a. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation 

Significant exposure to litigation  (Pursuant to California Government Code section 

54956.9(d)(4))) - 1 potential case. 

 

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY, REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 54957.1.  No report. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR.   

 

MARCH 24, 2026 MINUTES.  Director Silveira informed the Board that he had edits to the 

draft minutes for the Board’s consideration, but they had not yet been provided.  General 

Counsel recommended holding off on taking action on the April minutes until the proposed edits 

could be reviewed.  No action was taken.   

 

OCTOBER 28, 2025 MINUTES.  The Board reviewed and discussed the Minutes from the 

October 28, 2025 meeting.  Director Finster motioned to approve the October 28, 2025 Minutes, 

which was seconded by Director Nichols.  The motion was approved as follows: 

AYES:  Finster, Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira, and Whelan. 



 

 

NOES:  None. 

ABSTENTIONS:  Anderson, Christensen, and Fisher. 

ABSENTEES:  d’Artenay. 

 

NOVEMBER 20, 2025 MINUTES.  The Board reviewed and discussed the Minutes from the 

November 20, 2025 meeting.  Director Finster motioned to approve the November 20, 2025 

Minutes, which was seconded by Director Nichols.  The motion was approved as follows: 

AYES:  Finster, Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira, and Whelan. 

NOES:  None. 

ABSTENTIONS:  Anderson, Christensen and Fisher. 

ABSENTEES:  d’Artenay. 

 

DECEMBER 10, 2025 MINUTES.  No action was taken because the minutes were approved at 

the January Board meeting. 

  

 

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT.  The Board reviewed and 

discussed the following items. 

 

a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan – Presentation update by Wes Hansen of EKI. The 

draft GSP was submitted to DWR on May 7, 2026 and we are awaiting meeting date 

options from the State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB). 

b. 2026 Allocation Confirmation – All allocation confirmations were received by April 

15, 2026 and landowners were notified of their 2026 allocation.  Any unclaimed 

allocations were distributed to landowners that submitted their allocation 

confirmations.    

c. Groundwater Extraction Fee Increase – Calvin Monreal of Provost and Pritchard is 

working on the report to support the increase. 

d. Water Quality Sampling – Presentation update by James Fisher of Provost and 

Pritchard. 

 

PVGSA Penalty Policy.  The Board reviewed and discussed with the Draft Penalty Policy.   

The Board also heard comments from the public on the draft Penalty Policy. 

 

Kyle Murai noted that requiring landowners to pay penalties upfront while also requiring that 

they purchase replacement water could create serious financial hardship for smaller growers. 

 

Lauren Layne suggested incorporating an automatic deduction from a landowner’s allocation as 

an interim enforcement measure and recommended adding a “catch all” provision to ensure all 

pumpers remain subject to GSA rules.  

 

Kyle Wilken questioned whether the policy might unintentionally create a speculative 

environment in which landowners over pump based on expectations of future surface water 

prices. He warned that if a landowner fails to cure, the GSA could ultimately bear financial risks. 

He also asked whether over pumping limits are capped at a landowner’s annual allocation and 

suggested that such limits may be necessary to preventing “gambling” on surface water costs.  



 

 

The Board asked that the Penalty Policy be brought back for consideration at the April 2026 

meeting with a three options.  Option 1, the Policy remains as presented.  Option 2, any person 

who overextracts has 60 to 90 days to pay the $500 per acre foot (AF) penalty.  If the person 

cures the overextraction, they would be entitled to a credit of the penalty paid or potentially a 

refund.  Option 3, any person who overextracts pays an initial penalty of $250.00/AF.  If they 

cure they are not subject to any further penalty, but if they don’t cure, they would be subject to 

an additional $500.00/AF penalty. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT.  No report at this time. 

  

GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT.  No report at this time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:42 p.m. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      ________________________ 

      Craig Finster, Secretary 



PVGSA Parcel 073-060-55S 



 

 

Page 1 of 4 

Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Penalty Policy  

Adopted [DATE] 

 

 

1. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY   

 

The Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PVGSA) adopts this Penalty 

Policy (Policy) pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) (Water Code 

§ 10720 et seq.).  SGMA authorizes groundwater sustainability agencies to regulate groundwater 

extraction and to impose civil penalties for extractions in excess of authorized amounts.  

 

This Policy establishes the standards and procedures for assessing penalties for 

extractions in excess of a User’s Allocation and for requiring corrective actions necessary to 

address and mitigate the impacts of such extractions.  The assessment and imposition of penalties 

are intended to promote compliance, deter violations, and protect the sustainability of the Basin.  

All penalties imposed under this Policy shall be consistent with PVGSA’s statutory authority, 

including Water Code §§ 10725.2 and 10732.  

 

2. SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY 

 

This Policy applies to all Users within the PVGSA’s jurisdiction and governs all penalties 

imposed during the Transition Period.  

 

3. DEFINITIONS 

 

For purposes of this Policy, all capitalized terms not defined herein shall have the same 

meaning as set forth in the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy. 
 

3.1 Cure Period means the one (1) Year period following issuance of a Penalty Notice 

during which a User must cure an Overextraction in accordance with Section 5 of 

this Policy.  

 

3.2 Penalty Notice means the written notice issued by the General Manager or his/her 

authorized designee pursuant to this Policy notifying a User of his/her 

Overextraction, violation of this Policy or violation of the PVGSA Groundwater 

Allocation and Use Policy and the imposition of penalties associated therewith.  

 

3.3 Reserve Pool means the quantity of Sustainable Yield Allocation reserved during 

any Year in the discretion of the PVGSA Board or any Sustainable Yield that is 

not initially allocated in any Year as a result of a User’s failure to timely file an 

Annual Allocation Confirmation.  

 

3.4 Unauthorized Use of Groundwater means extraction of groundwater from the 

Basin by a person without an Allocation Account. 
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4. PENALTIES  

 

4.1  Overextraction and Unauthorized Use of Groundwater.   

 

OPTION 1:   Any Overextraction or Unauthorized Use of Groundwater shall be subject to 

a civil penalty of up to $500 per acre-foot unless such Overextraction or 

Unauthorized Use of Groundwater is cured within the Cure Period. (NOTE:  

Under this option, the penalty would not be collected until Cure Period expires.)   

 

OPTION 2:   Any Overextraction or Unauthorized Use of Groundwater shall be subject to 

a civil penalty of $500 per acre-foot which shall be paid in full within 60/90 

days of issuance of a Penalty Notice.  If the Overextraction or Unauthorized 

Use of Groundwater is cured within the Cure Period the User will be entitled 

to a credit/refund of the total civil penalty paid for the Year.  

 

OPTION 3:   Any Overextraction or Unauthorized Use of Groundwater shall be subject to 

a civil penalty of $250 per acre-foot which shall be paid in full within 60/90 

days of issuance of a Penalty Notice.  The User shall be subject to an 

additional civil penalty of $500 per acre-foot if the User thereafter fails to 

cure the Overextraction or Unauthorized Use of Groundwater within the 

Cure Period. 

 

4.2  Policy Violations.  A person who violates any provision of this Policy or the 

PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy shall be subject to a civil penalty 

of up to $1,000, plus $100 per day for each day the violation continues, if the 

person fails to comply within thirty (30) days of receiving a Penalty Notice from 

the PVGSA.  

 

4.3 Cumulative Penalties.  Penalties imposed under this Policy are cumulative and not 

exclusive.  PVGSA may pursue any other remedies available at law or in equity, 

including injunctive relief to halt unauthorized extraction and recovery of fees, 

penalties, and enforcement costs. 

 

5. CURE FOR OVEREXTRACTION 

 

5.1 Permitted Cure Methods.  Overextraction and the Unauthorized Use of 

Groundwater may be cured only by one or more of the following methods, subject 

to PVGSA verification and accounting:  

 

(a) Deduction from Future Allocation.  The User may cure Overextraction by 

debiting the Overextraction quantity from the User’s Allocation Account, 

thereby reducing the User’s Allocation Account by the Overextraction 

quantity.  

 

(b) Purchase from a Willing Seller.  The User may cure the Overextraction or 

Unauthorized Use of Groundwater by acquiring additional Allocation from 
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another User in the Basin in accordance with applicable rules related to 

Transfers as provided in the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use 

Policy.  

 

(c) Purchase from the PVGSA Reserve Pool (If Available).  The User may 

cure Overextraction by purchasing the Overextraction quantity from the 

PVGSA Reserve Pool.  Purchase of Reserve Pool water is subject to 

availability and PVGSA’s then-applicable pricing.  

 

5.2  Failure to Cure.  If a User fails to cure the entirety of the Overextraction by end of 

the Cure Period, PVGSA may: (1) assess additional penalties as permitted by law; 

(2) debit the User’s Allocation Account, including future Allocations, in an 

amount equal to any uncured Overextraction; and/or (3) pursue any other 

available remedies, including denial, suspension or revocation of future 

Allocations, injunctive relief, and/or recovery of enforcement costs.  

 

6. PENALTY NOTICE  

 

6.1  Authorization.  The General Manager, or his/her designee, is authorized to issue a 

Penalty Notice for Overextraction, Unauthorized Use of Groundwater or a 

violation of this Policy or the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy. 

 

6.2  Contents of Penalty Notice.  The Penalty Notice shall include: (1) identification of 

the Year in which the Overextraction, Unauthorized Use of Groundwater or 

violation occurred; (2) the quantity of Overextraction expressed in acre‑feet or a 

brief description of the violation, as applicable; (3) the penalty amount due; (4) 

the penalty payment due date; (5) a description of the appeal process and 

applicable deadlines; (6) a statement of consequences for late or nonpayment of 

the penalty amount due; and (7) a description of the Cure Period and available 

cure options, if applicable.  

 

7. PAYMENT OF PENALTY  

 

7.1 Penalty Payment Due Date.  The penalty amount stated in a Penalty Notice is due 

on the date stated in the Penalty Notice. 

 

7.2  Interest on Unpaid Penalties.  Any unpaid penalty amount shall accrue interest at a 

rate of 1% per month, commencing on the day after the penalty payment due date 

stated in the Penalty Notice until paid in full. 

 

7.3  Suspension of Allocation for Nonpayment.  Failure to pay any penalty due, 

including accrued interest, within one (1) year of the penalty payment due date, 
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will result in suspension of any Allocation to the User until all amounts due are 

paid in full. 

 

8. APPEALS  

 

A User may appeal a Penalty Notice.  Any appeal of a Penalty Notice must conform with 

Section 11 of the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy.   
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REPORT SUMMARY 
The Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PVGSA) was established in 
2017 with a primary purpose of operating on behalf of the landowners within its boundary 
for compliance with the 2014 legislation known as the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA). The PVGSA subsequently developed a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Pleasant Valley Subbasin (Basin) which was submitted 
in 2022 and subsequently deemed incomplete after Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) review. The GSP was amended and resubmitted in 2024 but was again 
determined inadequate by DWR.  As a result, the Basin is subject to the state intervention 
process defined in SGMA regulations and under California Water Code §10735 et seq.  

PVGSA is authorized under California Water Code §§ 10730-10730.2 to impose fees on 
groundwater well registrations and extractions to fund the costs of developing, 
implementing, and enforcing its GSP. The PVGSA Board of Directors (Board) has 
determined that an increase to the existing Groundwater Extraction Fee is needed to fund 
costs associated with preparation and resubmission of a revised GSP, ongoing operation 
and administration expenses, implementation of the GSP once approved, and repayment 
of the loan provided by Pleasant Valley Water District (PVWD) which has funded most of 
PVGSA’s initial SGMA efforts.  

Based on the current budget projections, the Groundwater Extraction Fee would increase 
from the current year’s rate of $10 per acre foot (AF), to $49.80 per AF for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2026. The Groundwater Extraction Fee will be set annually by the Board, 
based on budget needs, but will not exceed the proposed maximum extraction fee by 
year as set forth in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Proposed Maximum Extraction Fee by Year 

  
Current Year 
2025-2026 

2026-2027 2027-2028 2028-2029 2029-2030 2030-2031 

Proposed Fee 
($/AF) 

$ 10.00 $ 49.80 $ 40.79 $ 36.93 $ 31.86 $ 49.89 

Proposed Total 
Revenue 

$ 280,000 $ 1,394,300 $ 1,142,000 $ 1,034,000 $ 892,000 $ 1,397,000 

The proposed fee is authorized under SGMA, specifically California Water Code 
§10730.2 and is subject to the provisions of Sections 6(a) and (b) of Article XIII D of the 
California Constitution (Art. XIII D). The proposed fee was calculated by taking ongoing 
operational and administrative SGMA-related costs and dividing those costs by the 
maximum allowable groundwater pumping volume, 28,000 AF. The proposed fee is 
directly correlated to the lands which use groundwater or have a groundwater allocation.  

To comply with Art. XIII D Section 6(a), the PVGSA Board will conduct a public hearing 
on the proposed fee on July 28, 2026 at 10:00 AM. Hearing notices will be mailed to the 
record owners of each parcel subject to the proposed fee at least 45 days in advance of 
the hearing date. Property owners may submit written protests to the proposed fee prior 
to the close of the public hearing. If a majority of property owners submit written protests 
(more than 50%), the PVGSA may not adopt the proposed fee. Absent a majority protest, 
the PVGSA will be authorized to adopt the proposed fee and it will be effective for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026.  
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1. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

1.1. SGMA Legislation 

 
SGMA was passed by California Legislature in 2014. SGMA requires that subbasins 
defined by DWR Bulletin 118 that are deemed High- and Medium-Priority by the California 
Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring Program (CASGEM) be sustainable by 
2042. The Basin is a Medium Priority Subbasin and is not categorized as critically 
overdrafted. 
 
To comply with SGMA, local agencies were required to form Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies (GSA) by June 30, 2017. These GSAs were tasked with preparing Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans (GSP). The PVGSA initially submitted a GSP in February 2022 which 
described a course of action to become sustainable by 2042. The 2022 GSP was deemed 
incomplete and was thereafter amended and resubmitted to DWR in July 2024. The 2024 
GSP was determined to be inadequate by DWR and was referred to the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Board) for intervention. In response, PVGSA engaged 
EKI Environmental & Water (EKI) as a consultant and agreed to develop a revised GSP 
for the Basin that updates and replaces content from the 2024 GSP to address the 
Corrective Actions outlined by DWR in its February 2025 “Inadequate Determination 
Letter".  In the interim, the PVGSA will have ongoing responsibility to monitor the Basin for 
compliance and develop Annual Reports and 5-Year Interim Updates. The State Board 
will intervene if the PVGSA fails to comply with SGMA.

1.2. SGMA Extraction Fees and Adoption Requirements

 
Water Code Section 10730.2 authorizes the PVGSA to impose fees on the extraction of 
groundwater to fund costs of groundwater management, including, but not limited to (a) 
administration, operation and maintenance, including prudent reserve, (b) the acquisition 
of lands or other property, facilities, and services, and (c) supply, production, treatment, 
or distribution of water. The PVGSA must comply with Sections 6(a) and (b) of Art. XIII D 
in adopting such fees. 

1.2.1. Procedural Requirements 

Section 6(a) of Art. XIII D requires: 

• Noticing Requirement – The PVGSA must mail written notice of the proposed fee 
to the record owner of each parcel that may be subject to the proposed fee. The 
notice must specify the amount of the fee, the basis upon which it was calculated, 
the reason for the fee, and the date/time/location of a public hearing at which the 
proposed fee will be considered/adopted. 
 

• Public Hearing – The PVGSA must hold a public hearing prior to adopting the 
proposed fee. The public hearing must be held not less than 45 days after the 
required notices are mailed. 
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• Rate Increases Subject to Majority Protest – At the public hearing, the proposed 
fee increase is subject to a majority protest. If more than 50% of the identified 
parcels submit written protests against the proposed fee increase, it cannot be 
adopted. 

1.2.2. Substantive Requirements 

Section 6(b) of Art XIII D requires: 

• Cost of Service – Revenues derived from the fee cannot exceed the funds 
required to provide the service. In essence, fees cannot exceed the "cost of 
service". 
 

• Intended Purpose – Revenues derived from the fee can only be used for the 
purpose for which the fee was imposed. 
 

• Proportional Cost Recovery – The amount of the fee cannot not exceed the 
proportional cost of service attributable to the parcel. 
 

• Availability of Service – No fee may be imposed for a service unless that service 
is used by, or immediately available to, the property owner. 

2. AGENCY BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2.1. General 

PVGSA was formed in 2017 pursuant to the California Water Code and encompasses an 
area of approximately 36,800 acres. The PVGSA is governed by a nine-member Board 
of Directors.  Board Members must be landowners in the PVGSA or a designated 
representative of a landowner.   

2.2. Location 

PVGSA is located in the Arroyo Pasajero Watershed within Fresno County and lies along 
the west side of the San Joaquin Valley, north of the Fresno-Kings County line, and 
generally east and southeast of the City of Coalinga. The major streams are Jacalitos, 
Los Gatos, Warthen, and Zapato Creeks, which all connect downstream of the PVGSA 
to form the Arroyo Pasajero. The PVGSA is located within the Pleasant Valley Subbasin 
as defined in the State of California Bulletin No. 118.  Refer to Figure 1 for the PVGSA 
location map. 

2.3. History 

PVGSA was officially formed by the PVWD on January 24, 2017, with a primary purpose 
of operating on behalf of the landowners within its boundary for compliance with SGMA. 
The PVGSA’s boundaries overlay the boundaries of the PVWD excluding the City of 
Coalinga and certain smaller portions of PVWD that lie outside of the Basin boundary. 
The PVWD was formed in 1963 to provide agricultural surface water from the Central 
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Valley Project (CVP) to landowners. Although the water delivery infrastructure (Coalinga 
Canal) was constructed with capacity for delivery to the PVWD and Westlands Water 
District, the portion necessary to deliver water to the PVWD was never constructed. 
PVWD does not have a CVP water contract to date.  

Figure 1: Agency Location Map 
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2.4. Water Supply

2.4.1. Surface Water

Neither the PVGSA, nor the PVWD have a CVP contract. However, a group of landowners 
within PVGSA have joined together and built a pipeline to divert surface water from the 
Coalinga Canal into the PVGSA area. The water supply source varies and is purchased 
by the individual landowners.

2.4.2. Groundwater

PVGSA landowners have relied on groundwater for their irrigation supplies, causing 
groundwater levels in the Basin to decline.

Groundwater conditions in PVGSA indicate the following:

1. The Basin is currently overdrafted.

2. The Basin is a closed basin and has the potential for groundwater levels to
rebound.

3. Groundwater allocations are being allocated to landowners.

4. The Basin, according to SGMA mapping, is a medium priority Subbasin in
California.

3. AGENCY FINANCIAL INFORMATION

3.1. Agency Operations and Proposed Future Projects

 
PVGSA is seeking approval for an increase of the current Groundwater Extraction Fee to 
fund costs associated with preparation and resubmission of a revised GSP, ongoing 
operation and administration expenses, implementation of the GSP once approved, 
repayment of the loan provided by PVWD, as well as future projects needed to support 
meeting SGMA technical and regulatory requirements. A 5-year budget has been 
prepared to support this effort.  It is summarized in Table 2 and further described herein.  
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Table 2: Annual Budget Summary through Fiscal Year 2031 

Fiscal Year 2026-2027 2027-2028 2028-2029 2029-2030 2030-2031 

OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES  

Accounting  $        10,000   $         12,000   $        12,000   $       15,000   $        15,000  

Administrative   $        25,000   $         25,000   $        25,000   $       25,000   $        25,000  

Board Meetings  $        13,000   $         15,000   $        15,000   $       17,000   $        17,000  

Engineering  $      244,000   $       210,000   $      215,000   $     215,000   $      420,000  

Grants  $        35,000   $         35,000   $        35,000   $       35,000   $        35,000  

General Manager   $      180,000   $       180,000   $      200,000   $     220,000   $      220,000  

Legal  $      400,000   $       300,000   $      200,000   $     100,000   $      100,000  

Outreach   $          5,000   $           5,000   $          5,000   $         5,000   $          5,000  

PVWD Loan Repayment $                   -    $        100,000 $       117,000 $                   -    $                   -    

Subtotal  $      912,000   $       882,000   $      824,000   $       632,000   $      837,000  

PROJECTS  

GSP Updates  $      247,300  $        75,000   $        75,000   $         75,000   $      375,000  

GSP Mitigation Plan  $      115,000   $        10,000   $        10,000   $         10,000   $        10,000  

GW Platform  $        70,000   $        25,000   $        25,000   $         25,000   $        25,000  

New GW Wells  $                   -     $        50,000   $                  -     $                   -     $                  -    

Other Projects  $        50,000   $      100,000   $      100,000   $       150,000   $      150,000  

Projects Subtotal  $      482,300   $      260,000   $      210,000   $       260,000   $      560,000  

Budget Total  $   1,394,300   $   1,142,000   $   1,034,000   $       892,000   $   1,397,000  

Fee ($/AF)  $           49.80   $           40.79  $           36.93   $            31.86   $           49.89  

 

3.1.1. Operation and Administration Expenses 

1. Accounting: Accounting and financial management services necessary for the 
operation of the GSA, including preparation and maintenance of financial records, 
processing and payment of invoices as directed by the Board, tracking 
expenditures and budgets, coordinating annual audits, and assisting with 
preparation of financial reports and supporting documentation for Board review. 
Tasks also include preparation of Board meeting financial materials, and 
coordination with legal counsel and consultants regarding contractual payments.  

2. Administrative: General administrative support services for the GSA, including 
coordination of Board communications, preparation and distribution of meeting 
materials, and maintenance and updating of the GSA website. Administrative 
services may also include other tasks as directed by the Board to support 
implementation of SGMA requirements and GSA operations.  

3. Board Meetings: Staffing and consultant support associated with regular and 
special Board meetings. Costs may include meeting attendance by administrative 
staff, engineers, hydrogeologists, and/or legal counsel; preparation of agendas, 
staff reports, presentations and supporting exhibits; coordination of meeting 



 PLEASANT VALLEY GSA 
 GROUNDWATER EXTRACTION FEE REPORT 

Page 7 

logistics and public notices; and documentation of meeting actions. Costs also 
include reservation fees for meeting facilities necessary to conduct public 
meetings.  

4. Engineering: Engineering and technical support services to implement Board 
directives, support ongoing GSA operations, and maintain compliance with SGMA 
requirements.  Services may include assistance with Proposition 218 proceedings 
related to groundwater assessments and fees, including preparation of 
assessment/fee documentation, coordination of election materials, and collection 
of assessments/fees from landowners. Additional services may include 
management and coordination of engineering and hydrogeological work 
necessary to accomplish the Board’s directives; gathering and reporting on 
information required by SGMA and related state legislation. Engineering efforts 
may also include investigation of opportunities to acquire and import surface water 
for the benefit of the PVGSA’s landowners through facilities and agreements 
involving entities such as Westlands Water District and/or Bureau of Reclamation, 
including potential Warren Act contracts or other cooperative agreements. 
Services shall also include preparation of the PVGSA’s Annual Report in 
accordance with SGMA requirements by gathering, reviewing, and compiling all 
pertinent technical, monitoring, and operational data necessary for submittal to 
DWR; and water policy development to include demand management, recharge, 
and domestic well mitigation policies.  

5. Grants: Pursue, prepare and submit up to two grant applications in support of GSA 
operations, capital improvements, and/or SGMA implementation activities. Costs 
may include identification and evaluation of applicable local, state, and federal 
funding opportunities; coordination with member agencies and consultants to 
develop project concepts and supporting documentation; preparation of grant 
narratives, budgets, schedules, and technical exhibits; and coordination of 
applicable submittal requirements.  

6. General Manager: Costs to retain a General Manager responsible for overseeing 
and coordinating all activities necessary to administer and operate the GSA. Duties 
may include, but are not limited to, assisting with development and implementation 
of Board policy; coordination and oversight of consultants; preparation of Board 
meeting agendas, packets, resolutions, and supporting materials; budget 
development and financial oversight; coordination with member agencies, 
stakeholders, and regulatory agencies; and presentation of operational and 
financial updates to the Board. The General Manager may also facilitate Board 
meetings, oversee implementation of SGMA requirements and GSP activities, and 
provide day-to-day management and administrative leadership for the PVGSA.  

7. Legal: Costs to retain Legal Counsel to support all legal activities associated with 
administration and operation of the GSA and implementation of SGMA 
requirements. Legal services may include, but are not limited to, creating and 
review of policies, agreements, resolutions, and other PVGSA documents; 
guidance regarding compliance with applicable laws and regulations; attendance 
and support at Board meetings, including guidance for conducting Board meetings 
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in accordance with the Brown Act; and general counsel and risk management 
guidance for the Board and PVGSA staff.  

8. Outreach: Costs may include conducting public outreach and stakeholder 
engagement activities in support of the GSA and SGMA implementation 
requirements. Outreach efforts may include preparation and distribution of 
informational materials, public notices, presentations, and community meeting 
materials intended to inform landowners, stakeholders, and the public regarding 
Basin conditions, GSP implementation activities, regulatory requirements, and 
PVGSA actions.  

9. PVWD Loan Repayment: The proposed budget includes recovery costs 
associated with repayment of a prior loan obligation provided by Pleasant Valey 
Water District to PVGSA, totaling $217,000. Repayment is planned over two fiscal 
years, with annual costs allocated proportionally during the repayment period.  

3.1.2. Projects 

 
Projects within the 5-year PVGSA budget are as defined below. 
 

1. GSP Updates: Preparation of updates to the GSP and supporting technical data in 
response to requests and requirements from the State Board. Development of a 
groundwater model for the Basin to support sustainable groundwater management 
and regulatory compliance. Addressing identified data gaps such as recharge 
capacity analyses, stream channel studies, monitoring well data improvements, 
additional instrumentation, and groundwater model development and calibration. 
Preparation of the required five-year GSP update to reflect current Basin 
conditions, management actions, and SGMA compliance requirements, as well as 
representation and coordination related to State Board meetings and proceedings. 

2. GSP Mitigation Plan: Development and implementation of mitigation measures to 
address potential impacts associated with undesirable results, including well 
impacts, groundwater level declines, and water quality minimum thresholds 
exceedances. Establish procedures, criteria, and actions to avoid, minimize, or 
remedy such impacts, ensuring that groundwater management activities remain 
protective of beneficial users and users of groundwater within the Basin. 
Stakeholder coordination, development of mitigation options, and implementation 
framework to support timely response and long-term Basin sustainability in 
accordance with SGMA requirements.  

3. Groundwater (GW) Platform: Developing and maintaining a centralized 
groundwater monitoring platform to collect, store, manage, and analyze Basin 
data. The platform will integrate information from monitoring wells, instrumentation, 
metering systems, and other data sources to support real-time tracking of 
groundwater conditions, improve data consistency and reporting efficiency, and 
enhance data accessibility for stakeholders and regulatory agencies. The platform 
may also include mapping tools, dashboard reporting capabilities, data quality 
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control procedures, and support for SGMA compliance reporting and long-term 
Basin management activities.  

4. New GW Wells: Planning, design, and designation of new groundwater monitoring 
wells for monitoring, to improve spatial coverage, monitoring accuracy, and data 
reliability across the Basin. These wells will support compliance with SGMA 
requirements by providing critical data on groundwater levels, water quality, 
subsidence conditions, and long-term groundwater trends, particularly in areas 
with existing data gaps or where additional monitoring is necessary to evaluate 
Basin conditions and management effectiveness. Activities may include site 
selection, coordination with landowners and regulatory agencies, well construction 
oversight, instrumentation installation, and integration of collected data into the 
PVGSA’s groundwater monitoring platform.  

5. Other Projects: Additional groundwater management projects, studies, and 
implementation efforts that may be identified and authorized by the Board as needs 
arise. These efforts may address emerging regulatory requirements, technical 
studies, infrastructure improvements, or other initiatives necessary to support 
sustainable groundwater management and ongoing compliance with SGMA and 
State Board directives. 

4. RATE DESIGN 

4.1. Methodology 

The costs incurred by the PVGSA are for purposes of operating on behalf of the 
landowners within its boundary for compliance with SGMA and its goal of achieving 
groundwater sustainability. In its best efforts to fulfill this goal and mitigate subsidence, 
the PVGSA has determined a maximum allowable groundwater extraction volume and 
has allocated that volume to the landowners. The Groundwater Extraction Fee will be 
assessed only on properties that choose to extract groundwater during the fiscal year. 
Landowners that extract more groundwater will pay more than those landowners that 
extract less groundwater. Therefore, extraction fees based on the groundwater pumping 
of each landowner are appropriate to proportionally allocate the benefits and burdens of 
the PVGSP among groundwater users.   

4.2. Fee Calculation 

The PVGSA has established initial allowable pumping maximums that are connected to 
reaching the sustainability milestones described in the GSP. These include an allocation 
of 15,000 AF of Sustainable Yield and 13,000 AF of Transitional Yield for a total maximum 
annual allocation of 28,000 AF. This maximum annual allocation is the first component of 
the fee calculation.  The second component is the PVGSA annual budget.  As discussed 
above, a five-year budget was prepared that takes into account PVGSA’s current and 
future financial obligations.  To calculate the per-AF Groundwater Extraction Fee, the 
annual budget for the next five years was divided by the maximum annual allocation.  
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Table 3: Fee Calculation 

Fiscal Year Fee Projected Revenue 

2026-2027 $  49.80  $       1,394,300.00  

2027-2028 $  40.79  $       1,142,000.00  

2028-2029 $  36.93  $       1,034,000.00  

2029-2030 $  31.86  $          892,000.00  

2030-2031 $  49.89  $       1,397,000.00  

5. IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES 

The PVGSA Board will be asked to: (a) approve and accept this Groundwater Extraction 
Fee Report; (b) set a public hearing on the proposed Groundwater Extraction Fee; and 
(c) authorize the mailing of (i) notices to record owners of each parcel informing them of 
the proposed fee at least 45 days in advance of the hearing date, and (ii) instructions to 
protest the proposed fee. At the public hearing, PVGSA will state its intentions and 
justifications for pursuing the increased Groundwater Extraction Fee, take into 
consideration any objections to the proposed fee, and count the written protests received 
as of the close of the hearing. If written protests against the proposed fee are presented 
by a majority of the identified parcels, PVGSA will not adopt the proposed fee. In the 
absence of a majority protest, PVGSA is authorized to adopt the proposed fee. If the 
adopted, the proposed fee will be effective as of the beginning of Fiscal Year 2026 on 
July 1, 2026. 

 

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Proposition 218, Local Agency Guidelines for Compliance, 2007 Update (May 
2007) Association of California Water Agencies 
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Attachment A 
Assessment Roll for PVGSA 

 



APN      OWNER ASSESSOR AC

070-020-04 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 660.38

070-020-05S COALINGA FEED YARD INC 124.12

070-020-07 COALINGA FEEDYARD INC 88.23

070-020-08S COALINGA FEEDYARD INC 160

070-020-11S CALIFORNIA RESOURCES PETROLEUM CORP TAX DEPT 80

070-020-12S ANDERSON JAMES STEVEN 80

070-020-13S CALIFORNIA RESOURCES PETROLEUM CORP TAX DEPT 320

070-020-14S ANDERSON JAMES STEVEN 120

070-020-15 CALIFORNIA RESOURCES PETROLEUM CORP TAX DEPT 40

070-020-17S WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC COTTONWOOD FARMS INC ETAL 160 

070-020-22S COALINGA FEEDYARD INC 60

070-020-23S COALINGA FEEDYARD INC 22.71

070-020-25S COALINGA FEED YARD INC 38.55

070-020-39S CHEVRON USA INC J ANDERSON 34.44

070-020-41 JSA FARMS 80.09

070-020-44S WHEAT LAND INC 381.43

070-020-45 ANDERSON JAMES S J S A FARMS 140.4

070-030-01S CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 662.32

070-030-16S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC 40

070-030-17S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC 40

070-030-26 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 320

070-030-37S ANIC SVETLANA 20

070-030-38S ALVAREZ ERNESTO CARPENTER BRITNEY 20

070-030-39S CONLEY MICHAEL & VICTORIA P 20

070-030-40S VILLANUEVA VICTOR M & LORI L TRS 20

070-030-45 CARMONA JOSE LUIS RAMIREZ 19.88

070-030-46 BROOKS JEFFREY S & TINA L 19.88

070-030-55S WOOD DAVID E TRUSTEE 126.19

070-030-57S ALVAREZ DESIDERIO H & JOSEFINA 27.82

070-030-58S DARTENAY RONALD E JR & PAMELA C 19.68

070-030-59S ROBLES CRIS H & MOVITA G TRS 19.6

070-030-60S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC 114.03

070-041-06S MOUREN WILLIAM J FARMING INC 141.8

070-041-08S BERRY CORPORATION 6.02

070-041-09 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 462.59

070-041-10S GRANITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 320

070-041-12S GRANITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 17.98

070-041-14S GRANITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 40.05

070-041-18S JOHNSON TERRY J JOHNSON DEANNA I TRUSTEE 4.87

070-041-19S SAN PABLO BAY PIPELINE COMPANY LLC 22.21

070-041-20S SAN PABLO BAY PIPELINE COMPANY LLC 82.67

070-041-21S SAN PABLO BAY PIPELINE COMPANY LLC SPBPC N ERB 56.43

070-041-25S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC 16.85

070-041-27 JOHNSON TERRY 9.88

070-041-28S JOHNSON TERRY 7.77



070-041-35S NBINV AF4 LLC 620.53

070-041-36S KBUDS LLC 4.8

070-041-37 JOHNSON TERRY 57.76

070-041-53S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC 295.57

070-050-03 WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 40

070-050-04S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 40

070-050-06S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 80

070-050-07S NBINV AF4 LLC 80

070-050-08S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 106.67

070-050-10S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 160

070-050-11S CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 6.4

070-050-14S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 157.58

070-050-20S THAMPY LEON D & ANILA C WILCOX GERA ETAL 80

070-050-22S HJW FARMING LLC 640

070-050-23 WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 33.33

070-050-24 WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 20

070-050-25 WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 40

070-050-26 WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 40

070-050-30S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 4.43

070-050-32S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 40

070-050-33S WOOD LAND COMPANY LLC 40

070-050-38S NBINV AF4 LLC 427.16

070-050-39S HJW FARMING LLC 20

070-050-51S WHEAT LAND INC 22.45

070-050-52S WHEAT LAND INC 20

070-050-53S WHEAT LAND INC 20

070-050-54S WHEAT LAND INC 20

070-050-55S WHEAT LAND INC 20

070-050-56S WHEAT LAND INC 20

070-050-57S WHEAT LAND INC 20

070-050-58S WHEAT LAND INC 20

070-050-59S WHEAT LAND INC 457.44

070-060-22S GRANITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 3.2

070-060-37S RAIN LLC 318.18

070-060-44S RAIN LLC 120.69

070-060-57S CHEVRON USA INC PROPERTY TAX DEPT 15

070-060-58S CHEVRON USA INC PROPERTY TAX DEPT 153.86

070-060-60 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 466.75

070-060-86S GRANITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 299.11

070-070-02S VALLEY NUT GROWERS LP 476.21

070-070-03S WHELAN CHRISTOPHER H & LINDA P 160

070-070-12S WEST HILLS FARMS SERVICES INC 8.59

070-070-18S RAIN LLC 148.7

070-070-22S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 37.73

070-070-26S RAIN LLC 16.3

070-070-27S RAIN LLC 156.97

070-070-30S JACOBO GREGORIO 38.44



070-070-35S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 43.31

070-070-36S JACOBO GREGORIO 71.85

070-070-38S COALINGA FEED YARD INC 39.58

070-070-40S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 100

070-070-41S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 97.74

070-070-44S KLEPPER AG HARVESTING LLC 155.04

070-070-46S NBINV AF4 LLC 28.6

070-070-48S JACOBO GREGORIO 20

070-070-49S JACOBO GREGORIO 25.07

070-070-51S NBINV AF4 LLC 340.67

070-070-52S NBINV AF4 LLC 231.1

070-070-53S NBINV AF4 LLC 233.05

070-070-54S NBINV AF4 LLC 49.26

070-070-60S WILLIAM J MOUREN FARMING INC 12.06

070-070-62S MOUREN RITA KAY TRUSTEE J S ANDERSON 53.81

070-070-65S KLEPPER AG HARVESTING LLC 134.22

070-070-66S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 287.44

070-070-68S WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC 98.8

070-070-69S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 47.71

070-150-01S WALKER DUSTIN JOSEPH & VALERIE LYNN 20

070-150-02S HERRIN CHARLES K JR & JENNIFER M TRS 20

070-150-03S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC C HERRIN 38.37

070-150-04S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC C HERRIN 20

070-150-05S DUST BOWL FARMS LLC C HERRIN 19.42

070-150-06S LEE RITA KAY WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC W J 39.09

070-150-07S HERRIN CHARLES K JR & JENNIFER M TRS 17.76

070-150-08S WORTH RICK & PATRICIA A TRUSTEES 20

070-150-09S WORTH TIMOTHY J & BOBBI L TRUSTEES 20

070-150-10S HERRIN CHARLES K & CYNTHIA G TRUSTEES 18.7

071-020-43S LEWIS ANDREW A PENSCO TRUST COMPANY CUSTDN ETAL 85.63

071-020-47S GEVORGIAN ALEXIS M & ODET NAJARIAN 32.18

071-020-71S CANADAY MICHAEL T & JAN L 40

071-020-72S CANADAY MICHAEL T & JAN L 58

073-060-12 ANDERSON JAMES S 79.7

073-060-32S WEST HILLS FARM SERVICES INC 20.54

073-060-33S SETTON EQUITIES LLC F RIOS 139.46

073-060-55S GUTAMI SOLAR LLC 39.1

073-060-56S SETTON EQUITIES LLC F RIOS 40

073-060-63S CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 619.26

083-020-19S ANDERSON JAMES S FINSTER CRAIG & KATHY 73.44

083-020-20S HAUN CAROL J TRUSTEE ANDERSON JAMES S ETAL 6.56

083-020-21S HAUN CAROL J TRUSTEE ANDERSON JAMES S ETAL 80

083-020-22S HAUN CAROL J TRUSTEE ANDERSON JAMES S ETAL 120

083-020-23S TOSCO CORPORATION CONOCO PHILLIPS 40

083-020-24 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 640

083-020-25 HOLMES WESTERN OIL CORPORATION 627.7

083-020-46 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 146.9



083-020-47 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 206.32

083-030-07 BROWN ORRILL LESTER LIFE ESTATE 20

083-030-08S L & P PISTACHIO LLC 99.1

083-030-09S FEUSI FRANCIS EDWARD II FEUSI THOMAS S ETAL K CAYA 59.1

083-030-10S LOVELACE & SONS FARMING 640.8

083-030-11 LOVELACE & SONS FARMING 160

083-030-12S LOVELACE THOMAS J TRUSTEE LOVELACE JOSEPH MICHAEL TRUSTEE 80

083-030-14S NBINV AF4 LLC 40

083-030-15S NBINV AF4 LLC 39.1

083-030-21S NBINV AF4 LLC 120

083-030-22S NBINV AF4 LLC 40

083-030-23S NBINV AF4 LLC 80

083-030-25S HICKS RONALD L & BETH ANN TRUSTEES HICKS EDWIN WAYNE ETAL 20

083-030-27 RAIN LLC A SANDOVAL 160

083-030-28S NBINV AF4 LLC 160

083-030-30S LA CUESTA VERDE CHEW RICHARD J ETAL J MERRILL 38.79

083-030-36 JACOBO GREGORIO 80

083-030-37S JACOBO GREGORIO 80

083-030-38S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 79.52

083-030-39S REED TRACI RAE 3.54

083-030-42S BARRAZA ANDREA 17.82

083-030-43S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 79.52

083-030-44S ARNOLD (CA) LLC 16.46

083-030-45S PICA THOMAS F & PAMELA A 5

083-030-46S JMT LAND COMPANY LLC T LOVELACE 75

083-030-48 VALLEY GARLIC LLC 317.79

083-030-53 LOVELACE & SONS FARMING 319.88

083-030-56S JACALITOS CREEK PISTACHIO LLC 118.68

083-030-57S G&M FARMS LLC 39.2

083-030-58S L & P PISTACHIO LLC 7.78

083-030-59S JACALITOS CREEK PISTACHIO LLC 69.93

083-030-65S L & P PISTACHIO LLC 39.09

083-030-66S L & P PISTACHIO LLC 38.07

083-030-67S JACOBO GREGORIO 38.96

083-030-73 JACALITOS CREEK PISTACHIO LLC 117.49

083-030-74 JACALITOS CREEK PISTACHIO LLC 204.06

083-050-04S ANDERSON JAMES S ANDERSON CHRISTINE S 159.77

083-050-05 SIDHU ASHA PRITPAL SINGH TRUSTEE SIDHU PARMINDER KAUR 40

083-050-06 GUSOVSKY MICHAEL 20

083-050-07S WOLF CLARA W BARTLE DORIS SPINKS ET AL W J MOUREN 20

083-050-08S LOY WILLIAM W JR & MARGARET A TRS 36.88

083-050-49S LOVELACE & SONS FARMING 115.12

083-050-50S LOVELACE & SONS FARMING 39.41

083-050-51S LOVELACE & SONS FARMING 115.89

083-050-52S LOVELACE & SONS FARMING 369.17

085-020-01S QUILO JOSE D 9.77

085-020-02S QUILO JOSE D 9.77



085-020-06S LOVELACE THOMAS JEFFERSON LOVELACE THOMAS JAMES 80

085-020-08S SUTTER AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 639.28

085-020-21S NK DEVELOPMENT 640

085-020-24S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 80

085-020-25 FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 80

085-020-31S LOVELACE MARK A & TAMMY J TRS 325.8

085-020-42S HARRINGTON JON E & ANNETTE 19.9

085-020-44S JACOBO GREGORIO 18.9

085-020-45S JACOBO GREGORIO 19.68

085-020-46S JACOBO GREGORIO 20

085-020-47S JACOBO GREGORIO 20

085-020-48S JACOBO GREGORIO 20

085-020-49S JACOBO GREGORIO 20

085-020-50S DEARCE BLANCA MARGARITA NOLASCO MORALES ALVARO ARCE 20

085-020-51S JACOBO GREGORIO 20

085-020-52S JACOBO GREGORIO 20

085-020-53S BAQUERA SALVADOR & LYDIA YBARRA JESUS & SUSANA 20

085-020-54S YANEZ MARK M YANEZ STACI 27.14

085-020-56S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 40

085-020-57S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 99.2

085-020-61S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 157.91

085-020-62S DEVINE DONALD & ELVIA TRS DEVINE ORGANICS LLC 159.75

085-020-64S LOVELACE THOMAS JEFFERSON LOVELACE THOMAS JAMES 160.7

085-030-07S NBINV AF4 LLC 40

085-030-10S NBINV AF4 LLC 40

085-030-55S NBINV AF4 LLC 10

085-030-57S NBINV AF4 LLC 468.88

085-030-58S NBINV AF4 LLC 158.68

085-060-01S WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC 127.7

085-060-02S BURGSTAHLER CAROL A TRS BACHANT JOAN TRUSTEE ETAL 40

085-060-04 J S A FARMS 89.9

085-060-05S MOUREN FARMING INC WILLIAM J 120

085-060-06S WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC 120

085-060-07 BURGSTAHLER CAROL A TRS BACHANT JOAN TRUSTEE ETAL 160

085-060-08S LOVELACE MARK A & TAMMY J TRS 19.32

085-060-09S D'ARTENAY RANCH LLC 25

085-060-13S SUTTER AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 320

085-060-14 CHEVRON U S A INC TAX DEPT 640

085-060-20 THAMPY LEON D & ANILA C 9

085-060-21 HEWITSON L P 18

085-060-25 HEWITSON CATTLE CO INC 140

085-060-26 KECK W M JR KECK HOWARD B ET AL OAKS FINANCIAL MNGMT 20

085-060-27S MOUREN WILLIAM J FARMING INC 553.54

085-060-32S HEWITSON LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 160

085-060-33S WEST LOST HILLS ROAD COALINGA CA LP T MARCI 160

085-060-34S WEST LOST HILLS ROAD COALINGA CA LP T MARCI 160

085-060-35S HEWITSON CATTLE CO INC 160



085-060-36S HEWITSON CATTLE CO INC 133

085-060-37S WEST LOST HILLS ROAD COALINGA CA LP T MARCI 445.08

085-060-38S D'ARTENAY RANCH LLC 74.59

085-060-40S WEST LOST HILLS ROAD COALINGA CA LP T MARCI 39.01

085-060-42S D ARTENAY RANCH LLC 34.8

085-070-01S KREYENHAGEN LIMITED JAMES KREYENHAGEN 640

085-070-10S SUTTER AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 640

085-070-11S SUTTER AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 320

085-070-12S PULVERO CREEK FARMS LLC 5

085-070-17S SUTTER AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 80

085-070-30S PULVERO CREEK FARMS LLC 40

085-070-31S SUTTER AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 44.82

085-070-32S PULVERO CREEK FARMS LLC 75.18

085-070-33S SUTTER AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 58.79

085-070-34S PULVERO CREEK FARMS LLC 16.21

085-100-10 KECK W M JR KECK HOWARD B ET AL H KECK 120

085-100-28S HEWITSON CATTLE CO INC 520

085-110-03S WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC 5

085-110-07S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 318.79

085-110-10S WILLIAM J MOUREN FARMING INC 617.58

085-110-12 NBINV AF4 LLC 635.04

085-110-13S NBINV AF4 LLC 640

085-110-17S HEWITSON FARMS 240

085-110-21S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 304.36

085-110-23S MOUREN FARMING INC WILLIAM J 240

085-110-26S HEWITSON FARMS 637.81

085-110-27S WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC 5

085-120-17 BARBOUR BENJAMIN R BARBOUR BENJAMIN JR ET AL W J MOUREN 160.8

085-320-04S NBINV AF4 LLC 320

085-320-18S NBINV AF4 LLC 80

085-320-30S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 160

085-320-31S FIRESTONE AVENUE COALINGA CA LP 400

090-030-02S KREYENHAGEN LTD JAMES KREYENHAGEN 160.4

090-030-03 WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC 240

090-030-04S WHEAT LAND INC 159.6

090-030-05S MALDONADO MARTIN MALDONADO BENJAMIN 26.65

090-030-06S WHEAT LAND INC 610.77

090-030-07 CROW OIL CO 640

090-030-08S HEWITSON FARMS 640

090-040-01 WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO LLC 236.86

090-040-12S MOUREN WILLIAM J FARMING INC 624.64

090-060-08S MOUREN WILLIAM J FARMING INC 625.28

090-070-02S MOUREN FARMING INC WILLIAM J 206.27

090-101-01 SOCAL LAND PORTFOLIO LLC T ELKINS 4

090-101-83S MOUREN FARMING INC WILLIAM J 49.69

090-120-14 ROJAS BALTAZAR & VERONICA LOPEZ ARMANDO & MARIA 36.7

090-120-15S MOUREN FARMING INC WILLIAM J 14

090-120-16 CHA MAI 10



PROP 4 SUMMARY 
 

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) held a Prop 4 Workshop last week 
providing some insight on two upcoming DWR funding programs. 
  

1. The Sustainable Groundwater Management (SGM) Grant Program ($386M) – This 
program supports Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) in implementing their 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs), with potentially priority given to recharge and 
conjunctive use projects, subsidence best management practice (BMP) implementation 
actions, efforts to address Department of Water Resources (DWR) recommended 
corrective actions, agricultural land adaptation projects, conveyance improvements, and 
other implementation activities. The program will be administered through two 
components. 

• $193M for Projects that support SGMA Implementation: Projects that increase 
groundwater storage, improve the management and operation of groundwater 
storage, and improve groundwater banking. 

• $193M for Projects that support Conjunctive use and Groundwater 
Recharge: Projects that provide improved regional watershed management, 
address current and projected drought conditions and demonstrate adaptation 
to climate change for a region and provide ecosystem benefits to fish and 
wildlife and improve stream flow for anadromous fish. 
  

2. The Watershed Resilience Program ($152M) –   This program support projects that 
improve water resilience and adaptation across California and will include two 
solicitations with funding amounts to be determined.  

• Early Action Implementation Solicitation: Conservation projects with a primary 
benefit of water savings and watershed Resilience projects related to integrated 
regional water management which improves climate resilience on a watershed 
basis 

• Planning+ Solicitation: Development of Watershed Resilience Plans with 
implementation of a high-priority project or Completing/expanding work in an 
existing plan. 

  
Draft guidelines are expected to be released in Fall 2026, with final guidelines to follow early 
later 2026/early 2027. Both programs will use a two-step application process: Submit a concept 
proposal and then if invited submit a full application. There are no required cost share and 
programs will be able to offer a 25% advanced payment to initiate an awarded project. 
  

 



 

  Page 2 of 36 
 

Risk Review ...............................................................................................................................31 

AWARD NOTICES ......................................................................................................................32 

POST AWARD REQUIREMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION ................................................32 

Administration and National Policy Requirements ...................................................................32 

Reporting ....................................................................................................................................35 

 
 

BASIC INFORMATION 
Announcement Type: Initial 

Funding Opportunity Number: R26AS00016 

Assistance Listing Number(s): 15.514 

Estimated Total Program Funding: $13,500,000 

Expected Number of Awards: 20 

Award Ceiling: $1,500,000 

Award Floor: $25,000 

Approximately 8-20 awards will be awarded under this Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), 
depending on the amount requested by each applicant and available Federal appropriations.  

Applicants are invited to submit proposals under the following funding groups:  

Funding Group I: Up to $500,000 in Federal funds, not to exceed 50% of project costs. 
Drought Contingency Planning applications are limited to applying under Funding Group  

Funding Group II: Up to $1,500,000 in Federal funds, not to exceed 50% of project costs.  

Construction Start Date Limitation - Proposed projects must not start construction until at 
least 12 months after the submission deadline. The estimated start date is dependent upon the 
complexity of the project and degree and significance of environmental impacts associated 
with the project.  Some projects may require more than 12 months to start construction.  

Cost Sharing Required?                                                                   
Yes 
Closing Date Explanation 
July 28, 2026, 4:00 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (MDT)  

U.S. states and local governments may be required under Executive Order 12372, 
Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs to submit their application to their State Single 
Point of Contact (SPOC) for review. For more information, see the Intergovernmental Review 
SPOC List. 

Have Questions? 
For questions regarding application and submission, contact the NOFO team at bor-sha-
fafoa@usbr.gov.   

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12372.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12372.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/office-federal-financial-management/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/office-federal-financial-management/
mailto:bor-sha-fafoa@usbr.gov
mailto:bor-sha-fafoa@usbr.gov


 

  Page 3 of 36 
 

For questions regarding applicant and project eligibility or application content, contact the 
Program Coordinator, Sheri Looper, slooper@usbr.gov, 916-612-7816.  

Please include the NOFO number R26AS00016 in the subject line of any email correspondence. 

Executive Summary 
Through WaterSMART, the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) leverages Federal and non-
Federal funding to work cooperatively with States, Tribes, and other entities as they plan for and 
implement actions to increase water supply and hydropower reliability. The WaterSMART 
Drought Response Program NOFO invites eligible applicants to submit proposals for projects 
designed to improve drought resilience by developing effective water management strategies and 
drought contingency plans.  Funding under the Drought Response Program supports a range of 
initiatives including infrastructure improvements for increased water storage and distribution 
capabilities, water source diversification, decision-making tools for water management, and 
comprehensive planning to prepare for and respond to drought conditions.  

WaterSMART Drought Response Program demonstrably advances Trump administration 
priorities, such as those identified in Presidential Executive Order 14154 (January 20, 2025): 
Unleashing American Energy (E.O. 14154) and Secretarial Order 3418, and aligns with other 
priorities and requirements, such as those identified in Presidential Executive Order 14332 
(August 7, 2025): Improving Oversight in Federal Grantmaking (E.O. 14332). 

ELIGIBILITY 
Eligible Applicants 
Others (see text field entitled "Additional Information on Eligibility" for clarification) 

Additional Information on Eligibility 
Applicants eligible to receive an award under this funding opportunity are described below.  

Category A Applicants   

• States, Tribes, irrigation districts, and water districts;  
• State, regional, or local authorities, the members of which include one or more 

organizations with water or power delivery authority; and  
• Other organizations with water or power delivery authority.  

Category A applicants must be located in the Western United States or Territories; specifically: 
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, 
Wyoming, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico.   

  

Category B Applicants:  

Nonprofit conservation organizations that are acting in partnership with, and with the 
agreement of an entity described in Category A.   

Category B applicants should include with their application a letter from the Category A partner 
stating that the Category A partner:  




