
  
 

AGENDA 

 

 REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 

 April 28, 2026 @ 10:15 AM or Immediately Following PVWD Meeting 

 

Meeting Held at: 

Harris Ranch Inn & Restaurant 

Belmont Room 

24505 W Dorris Ave, Coalinga, CA 93210 

 

Also made accessible by video at the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541663211?pwd=0tM9JqCWWd8oAE5lkPBKW1eLFLLaR3.1 

 

Meeting ID: 895 4166 3211 

Passcode: 036941 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Public Comment  

Any member of the public may address the Board concerning any matter on the agenda. 

Public comment is limited to three minutes per person and no more than fifteen minutes 

per topic. For good cause, the meeting Chair may waive these limitations. Reminder that 

this meeting is being recorded.  

 

3. Closed Session  

The Board will meet with Legal Counsel in closed session pursuant to the Government 

Code sections noted to discuss the following: 

a. Conference with Legal Counsel- Anticipated Litigation  

Significant exposure to litigation (Pursuant to Cal. Gov. Code section 

54956.9(d)(4))) – 1 potential case 

 

4. Report from Closed Session, if any, Required by Government Code Section 54957.1 

 

5. Consent Calendar   

All items listed on the Consent Calendar are routine and non-controversial and will be acted 

upon by a single action of the Board of Directors, unless a Board Member requests separate 

consideration of the item. If such a request is made, the item may be heard as an action 

item at this meeting. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541663211?pwd=0tM9JqCWWd8oAE5lkPBKW1eLFLLaR3.1


  
Board of Directors to Consider: 

a. Approving the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of March 24, 2026 

 

6. Board of Directors to Consider and Discuss Approval of Minutes from October 28, 2025 

 

7. Board of Directors to Consider and Discuss Approval of Minutes from November 20, 2025. 

 

8. Board of Directors to Consider and Discuss Approval of Minutes from December 10, 2025. 

 

9. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act  

Serving as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency of the Pleasant Valley Subbasin: 

a. Board of Directors to Receive an Update and/or provide Input on Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act Implementation/Compliance Activities, including 

the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (Dutton/Henson) 

b. Board of Directors to Receive an Update on the 2026 Allocation Confirmations 

(Fisher/Monreal) 

c. Board of Directors to Receive an Update on Groundwater Extraction Fee Increase 

Efforts  (Fisher/Monreal) 

d. Board of Directors to Receive an Update on the Water Quality Sampling (Tachella) 

 

10. Board of Directors to Consider and Approve PVGSA Penalty Policy  

 

11. General Manager’s Report (Woolf) 

 

12. General Counsel’s Report (Stevens) 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

Accessibility 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you are a person with a disability and 

you need a disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please 

contact info@pvwdgsa.org. Notifications of at least 48 hours prior to a regular/special meeting 

will assist staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:info@pvwdgsa.org


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 

 

March 24, 2026 

 

 

 The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency held a 

Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 24505 W. Dorris Avenue, Coalinga, CA 

and by teleconference.  A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to order by 

President Anderson at approximately 10:06 a.m.  Directors attending the meeting were James 

Anderson, Turner Christensen, Karen d’Artenay, Craig Finster, William Fisher, Joseph Lovelace, 

James Nichols, Sebastian Silveira, and Brian Whelan.  Also in attendance were Calvin Monreal, 

James Fisher, Sarah Woolf, Lindsay Cederquist, Lauren Layne, Wesley Henson, Emily Lovell, 

Cam Hewitson, Brett Hewitson, Amanda Peisch-Derby, John Kinsey, Lisa Hansen McEwen, 

Russell McGlothlin, Peter Allbright, Kyle Murai, Jesse Barron, Matthew de Koeyer, Mark Arax, 

Joshua Nugent, Joel Kimmelshue, Brad Gleason, Rod Stiefvater, Carolyn Welch, Alexis Stevens 

(General Counsel) and Donna Wilt (bookkeeper).    

   

PUBLIC COMMENT.  None at this time. 

 

CLOSED SESSION.   

a. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation 

Significant exposure to litigation  (Pursuant to California Government Code section 

54956.9(d)(4))) - 1 potential case. 

 

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY, REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 54957.1.  No report. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR.   

 

a. The minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on February 24, 2026 were reviewed and 

discussed.  Director Lovelace moved to approve the February 24, 2026 Minutes 

which was seconded by Director Christensen.  The motion was approved as follows:   

AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 

Silveira, and Whelan 

NOES:  None 

ABSTENTIONS:  None 

ABSENTEES:  None 

b. There were no Accounts Payable Reports for the Board to review/approve.  No action 

was taken.   

 

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT.  The Board reviewed and 

discussed the following items. 
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a. SWRCB meeting on March 16, 2026. – EKI reported that there was a meeting with 

State Board staff on March 16, 2026 to update them on the Water Balance and the 

timeline for submitting a DRAFT Revised GSP on April 7, 2026.  A slide on the 

timeline for the Workshop and submittal of the DRAFT, feedback from State Board 

staff, and eventual adoption was presented. 

b. Annual Report – James Fisher of Provost & Pritchard gave a presentation on the 

Annual Report to be submitted to DWR by April 1, 2026.    

c. Land IQ Presentation – Joel Kimmelshue with Land IQ gave a presentation on the 

analysis he did on the beneficial and non-beneficial use acreage within Pleasant 

Valley GSA.  The analysis done by Land IQ assumes that the lands designated as hay 

and grain are to be designated as non-beneficial unless evidence conclusively proving 

otherwise is provided.  James Fisher with Provost & Pritchard explained that 

determinations of beneficial and non-beneficial use were aligned with Land IQ’s 

framework, but were supplemented by grower survey data. Staff informed the Board 

that they were continuing to comply with the Allocation and Use Policy and using 

landowner surveys and feedback from the Allocation Confirmations to further 

determine beneficial and non-beneficial use acreage.  Following the presentation 

comments were received and discussion ensued: 

• President Anderson asked whether Land IQ distinguishes between abandoned and 

active orchards, and asked about its accuracy. 

• Additional questions were raised about whether pre-irrigated land would be 

detected. 

• Kyle Murai commented on the decision to use grower survey data as the primary 

anchor. He questioned the information provided by the grower surveys, noting 

that “cropped” is distinct from “cropped and irrigated,” and recommended a more 

thorough review of discrepancies. James from Provost & Pritchard clarified that 

Department of Water Resources (DWR) data serves as the anchor and that data is 

supplemented by grower surveys. 

• Brad Gleason noted that while overdraft is a problem, the concern is that 

allocations may effectively be benefiting some landowners at the expense of 

others.  

• Russ McGlothlin, representing Gladstone Land Corporation (Gladstone), 

expressed concern that the approach utilized does not implement policy 

requirements. He stated that the data used demonstrates cropping but does not 

establish irrigation. He cautioned that failure to follow statutory requirements 

could expose the agency to civil liability and characterized misapplication of 

policy language as “arbitrary and capricious” decision-making.  

• Lauren Layne commented that policies can be interpreted in different ways and 

that the Board’s actions are not necessarily failing to implement the policy 

requirement. She stated that plenty of evidence was considered in creating the 

allocation framework, and it’s not an arbitrary method.  She noted that allocation 

amounts alone are not the management actions that will reduce pumping in 

subsidence areas and urged focus on concrete management actions. 

• Kyle Murai commented that it does not make sense to allocate water to parties 

who may simply sell it to others.  
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• Director Brian Whelan commented that the creation of a water market has 

produced winners and losers. 

• Director Lovelace argued that a cap would provide basin-wide protection. He 

characterized the cap as a governance tool rather than a methodology choice and 

expressed frustration about not feeling adequately represented or supported in his 

proposal.  

• Director Silveria asked whether the presentation deck could be disseminated and 

asked how the Land IQ’s time was paid for.  Staff explained that the cost was split 

with Gladstone. 

 

ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE JANUARY 14, 2026 MEETING.  General Counsel Alexis Stevens 

explained to the Board that it had received a cure and correct letter from Gladstone related to all 

actions taken at the January 14, 2026 meeting.  She explained that the best thing for the Board to 

do was to reconsider the action items from the January 14, 2026 meeting. 

 

a. Adoption of Resolution 01-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 01-26.  

General Counsel Alexis Stevens explained that revisions and updates had been made 

to the Resolution and the Provost & Pritchard memo discussing the methodology 

used.  She then reviewed those revisions and updates with the Board.  The Board then 

heard comments and discussion ensued: 

• Russ McGlothlin asked why the tables in the resolution differed from those in the 

memo.  It was clarified that the memo has the most recent numbers and they will 

be incorporated into the resolution.  

• John Kinsey commented that while he understood the methodology used to 

distinguish irrigated from non-irrigated lands, he had concerns about differential 

treatment and argued that the approach infringed on his clients’ water rights.  He 

also commented that transitional water should not exist because it is recharged 

from his clients’ land.  He recommended that the Board should revisit the entire 

policy. 

• Director Silveria asked whether staff recommended incorporating the Land IQ 

data into the resolution. Staff stated that no changes would be made based on the 

Land IQ data and that further updates would only reflect grower survey 

information. General Counsel further clarified that the resolution before the Board 

was the staff’s recommendation.  

• Director Silveria then asked whether amendments could be offered to the 

resolution. 

• Director Whelan then asked whether the January Board packet contained incorrect 

numbers and whether the March memo reflected the corrected figures. Staff 

confirmed that the March memo contains the most up-to-date numbers.  

 

President Anderson then called for a motion.  

 

Director Whelan made a motion proposing that the Board adopt the Land IQ irrigated 

acreage total of 16,000 acres as the basis for determining allocations, which was 
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seconded by Director Silveira.  The matter was put to a vote and the votes were cast 

as follows:   

 

AYES:  Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira and Whelan 

NOES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster and Fisher 

ABTENTIONS:  None 

ABSENTEES:  None 

 

The motion proposes that the Board adopt the Land IQ irrigated acreage total of 

16,000 acres as the basis for determining allocations failed. 

 

Director Anderson then moved to approve Resolution 01-26 with the acreage 

presented in the Provost and Pritchard memorandum as presented, which was 

seconded by Director Christensen.  The matter was put to a vote, and the votes were 

cast as follows: 

 

AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster and Fisher 

NOES:  Lovelace, Nichols, Silveira and Whelan 

ABSTENTIONS:  None 

ABSENTEES:  None 

 

The motion to approve Resolution 01-26 with the acreage presented in the Provost 

and Pritchard memorandum as proposed was carried. 

 

b. Adoption of Resolution 02-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 02-26, 

Setting a Groundwater Extraction Fee for Fiscal Year 2025-2026.  Director 

Christensen moved to approve Resolution 02-26, which was seconded by Director 

Fisher.  The motion was approved as follows: 

AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace Nichols, Silveira 

and Whelan 

NOES:  None 

ABSTENTIONS:  None 

ABSENTEES:  None 

 

c. Adoption of Resolution 03-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 03-26, 

Setting Regular Board Meeting Date, Time, and Location.  Director Finster moved to 

approve Resolution 03-26, which was seconded by Director d’Artenay.  The motion 

was approved as follows: 

AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 

Silveira and Whelan 

NOES:  None 

ABSTENTIONS:  None 

ABSENTEES:  None 

 

d. Adoption of Resolution 04-26 – The Board reviewed and discussed Resolution 04-26, 

Designating Location of PVGSA Office and Mailing Address.  Director Christensen 
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moved to approve Resolution 04-26, which was seconded by Director Fisher.  The 

motion was approved as follows: 

AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 

Silveira and Whelan 

NOES:  None 

ABSTENTIONS:  None 

ABSENTEES:  None 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT.  Sarah Woolf reported to the Board on the Following 

items: 

 

a. Insurance Update – Staff is continuing to move forward with obtaining insurance 

coverage. 

 

b. Scope of Work for Provost & Pritchard Proposition to Conduct 218 Proceedings –

Provost & Pritchard estimates that it should cost no more than $8,000 to finalize the 

report they previously prepared to support an increase of the Groundwater Extraction 

Charge.  Director Fisher moved to approve Provost & Prichard’s scope of work to 

finalize the report in support of an increased Groundwater Extraction Charge, which 

was seconded by Director Christensen.  The motion was approved as follows: 

AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols and 

Silveira 

NOES:  None 

ABSTENTIONS:  Whelan 

ABSENTEES:  None 

 

c. Allocation Confirmation – The General Manager provided an update on the 

Allocation Confirmation forms.  About 70% have been received so far. The General 

Manager recommended that the Board approve a deadline of April 15, 2026 for 

submission of the Allocation Confirmation forms. 

 

d. Allocation Form Deadline April 15, 2026 – The Board discussed approving the April 

15, 2026 deadline recommended by the General Manager.  Director Christensen 

moved to approve the April 15, 2026 deadline for submission of the Allocation 

Confirmation forms, which was seconded by Director Whelan.  The motion was 

approved as follows: 

AYES:  Anderson, Christensen, d’Artenay, Finster, Fisher, Lovelace, Nichols, 

Silveira and Whelan 

NOES:  None 

ABSTENTIONS:  None 

ABSENTEES:  None 

 

e. Financial Update – The General Manager reported that staff is in the process of 

opening new bank account for the GSA to separately track its financials from the 

water district. 
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GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT.  No report at this time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:18 p.m. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      ________________________ 

      Craig Finster, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE QUARTERLY MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

PLEASANT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILTY AGENCY

October 28, 2025

The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Water District Groundwater Sustainability
Agency held a Quarterly Board Meeting on Tuesday, October 28, 2025 at 155 W. Durian,
Coalinga, CA and by teleconference.  A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to
order by President Gleason at approximately 10:29 a.m. Directors attending the meeting were
Brad Gleason, Karen d’Artenay, Craig Finster, Joseph Lovelace, Kyle Murai, James Nichols,
Sebastian Silveira, Dustin Walker and Brian Whelan.  Also in attendance were Annette
Harrington, Brett Hewitson, Russell McGlothlin, Tara Khan, James Fisher, Rod Stiefvater, Will
Fisher, Turner Christensen, Nick Boos, Lauren Layne, Peter Allbright., Wesley Henson, Ethan
Hansen, Laurie Sales, Joshua Nugent, Sarah Woolf, Ryan Greeg, Gavin Plume, Sarah Grassi,
Lisa Hansen McEwen, Calvin Monreal, David Kahn (General Counsel) and Donna Wilt
(bookkeeper).

PUBLIC COMMENT. None at this time.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST.  None at this time.

MINUTES. The minutes of the Special Board Meeting on September 30, 2025 were reviewed
and discussed. Director Walker would like to change “relative to In Lieu credits after pumping
limitations begin January 1, 2026” to the Groundwater Recharge Policy. Director Walker
motioned to approve the September 30, 2025 Minutes with the noted change to the Groundwater
Recharge Policy, which was seconded by Director Lovelace.  The motion was unanimously
approved by the attending Directors.

WATER POLICY REPORT. Director Murai reviewed the following items with the Board.

1. GSP Implementation Updates.
a) State Water Resources Control Board – The Water Policy Board, Provost and

Pritchard and EKI had a meeting with the State Water Board on October 21, 2025.
They relayed to the State Water Board the direction EKI is going.  They are also
working on clearing up the domestic wells and their usage.

b) EKI Presentation – Wesley Henson discussed and reviewed the course of action
EKI is working on for the GSP.

c) Groundwater Recharge Policy – Director Silveira reviewed and discussed with the
Board the revised Groundwater Recharge Policy. The Board reviewed and
discussed the Groundwater Recharge Policy.  Director Whelan motioned to
approve the Groundwater Recharge Policy, which was seconded by Director
Lovelace.  The motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors.
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d) Groundwater Allocation Methods – Director Murai reviewed and discussed with
the Board the 3 Allocation Methods. Director Whelan motioned to approve
Method 1.  The motion was not seconded.  Director d’Artenay motioned to
approve Method 3, which was seconded by Director Lovelace. The motion was
unanimously approved by the attending Directors.

e) Landowner – There have been 7-8 Irrigated Land Registrations received thus far.
f) Water Policy Committee – A Board workshop is scheduled for Thursday

November 6, 2025.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.  Director Walker reported to the Board on the following matters.
1. Ratify Checks – The Board reviewed and discussed the checks from July 26, 2025

through October 24, 2025.  Director Lovelace motioned to approve the July 26, 2025
through October 24, 2025 checks, which was seconded by Director Murai.  The
motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors.

2. Balance Sheet/Budget to Actual Statement – The Board reviewed and discussed the
September 30, 2025 Balance Sheet and Budget to Actual Statement.  Director Finster
motioned to approve the September 30, 2025 Balance Sheet and Budget to Actual
Statement, which was seconded by Director Nichols.  The motion was unanimously
approved by the attending Directors.

WATER CODE SECTION 10730.  General Counsel David Kahn reported to the Board on the
following matter.

1. Status of Water Code 10730 - General Counsel Kahn and Calvin Monreal of Provost
and Pritchard are working on the groundwater extraction fees.

NEXT MEETING.
1. No meeting is scheduled at this time.

DIRECTOR COMMENTS. None at this time.

ADJOURNMENT. Director Lovelace motioned for adjournment, which was seconded by
Director Murai. The motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors. The
meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

________________________
Craig Finster, Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

November 20, 2025

The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency held
the Special Board Meeting on Thursday November 20, 2025 at 155 W. Durian, Coalinga, CA
and by teleconference.  A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to order by
President Gleason at approximately 10:06 a.m.  Directors attending the meeting were Brad
Gleason, Kyle Murai, Craig Finster, Joseph Lovelace, James Nichols, Sebastian Silveira, Brad
Whelan and Dustin Walker. Director Karen d’Artenay was not in attendance.  Also in
attendance were Laurie Sales, William Fisher, Turner Christensen, Josh Nugent, Fernando
Almaraz, Tara Kahn, Amanda Peisch, Jeremy Hansen, Calvin Monreal, Russell McGlothlin,
Mark Lovelace, Wes Henson, Seth Yocum, Rod Steifvater, David Kahn (General Counsel) and
Donna Wilt (bookkeeper).

PUBLIC COMMENT. None at this time.

ALLOCATION POLICY. Director Murai presented to the Board the Allocation Policy.

1. Review and Adopt Allocation Policy – The Board reviewed and discussed the
Allocation Policy.  Director Finster motioned to adopt the Allocation Policy with the
removal of part (a) in Section 3.5 and to add “Third Party” to part (b) in Section 3.5,
which was seconded by Director Nichols.  The motion was approved with the above
corrections by Director Finster, Director Nichols, Director Walker, Director
Lovelace, Director Silveira and Director Murai.  The motion was opposed by
President Gleason and Director Whelan.

ADJOURNMENT. Director Murai motioned for adjournment, which was second by Director
Walker. The motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors. The meeting was
adjourned at approximately 11:33 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

________________________
Craig Finster, Secretary
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DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY

EKI PROGRESS REPORT APRIL 2026

1

 Public review draft of GSP released 4/7/26.
 EKI led a public workshop. 

 Comments on public draft due by 5/7/26.

 GSP draft provided to State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB). 

 Next SWRCB meeting date is likely at end 
of May.

 GSA and EKI continue to review water 
level and water quality sampling networks 
and recent measurements.



Total Area
Total Claimed 

Area
Beneficial 
Use Area

Non-Beneficial 
Use Area

[Acres] [Acres] [Acres] [Acres] [AF] [AF] [AF] [AF/acre]
NBINV AF4 LLC 4,550 4,550 4,156 394 2,496 2,360 4,856 1.07
C & K Harvesting/Pulvero Creek Farms 475 475 419 56 251 240 492 1.03
Chris & Linda Whelan 170 170 161 10 96 90 187 1.10
Dust Bowl Farms, LLC 1,359 1,359 1,271 89 763 717 1,480 1.09
Farmland Partner 610 610 520 90 312 301 614 1.01
Gladstone Land Company 4,662 4,662 3,873 789 2,326 2,260 4,586 0.98
Gregorio Jacobo 509 509 422 87 254 246 500 0.98
Jacalitos Creek Pistachio, LLC 505 505 300 205 180 196 376 0.74
Klepper Ag Harvesting, LLC 288 288 205 83 123 126 249 0.86
Kreyenhagen 805 805 595 210 357 360 717 0.89
L & P Pistachio, LLC 185 185 171 14 102 97 199 1.08
Lovelace & Sons Farming 2,020 2,020 958 1,062 575 683 1,258 0.62
Mark Lovelace 605 605 389 216 234 247 480 0.79
NK Development 638 638 626 12 376 349 725 1.14
Setton Equities, LLC 177 177 168 9 101 94 195 1.11
Valley Nut Growers LP 489 489 462 27 277 260 537 1.10
West Hill College 210 210 172 38 103 101 204 0.97
Wheat Land, Inc. 7,853 7,853 6,248 1,605 3,752 3,693 7,445 0.95
G&M Farms 212 212 202 10 121 113 235 1.11
Chevron 3,112 3,112 0 3,112 0 445 445 0.14
Wood Land Company, LLC 813 813 5 808 3 118 122 0.15
Hewitson* 1,867 1,867 308 1,559 185 394 579 0.31
Harrington* 20 20 17 3 10 10 20 1.01
California Resources Corp 420 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00
Granite Construction Company 983 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00
Terry Johnson 74 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00
Tax Exempt 1,480 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00
Individual Unregistered Parcels 1,764 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00

*Submitted 2026 allocation confirmation, but not fall survey 36,853 32,133 21,648 10,485 13,000 13,500 26,500

Term Description
Total Area GIS acreage of PVWD, plus approved and claimed agricultural parcels outside of PVWD (Coalinga) Beneficial Use

Total Claimed Area Acreage claimed by the 2026 allocation confirmation form AF/acre
Contingency Portion of the groundwater allocation not distributed at the beginning of the year 1.15

Total Allocation Sum of sustainable and transitional yield, minus contingency

Acreage Used for Allocation

0.14

Non-Beneficial Use
Allocation (w/o Contingency)

AF/acre

Sustainable Yield 
(w/o Contingency)

Total Allocation 
(w/o 

Contingency)

Total Allocation 
(w/o 

Contingency)

Transitional 
Yield
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Pleasant Valley GSA

Budget

FYE 6/30/2026 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 2030/31

Well Registration Fees -$                -$                -$                -$              -$              -$                

Metered Extraction Fees 750,000$        1,384,300$     1,037,000$     907,000$     882,000$     1,387,000$     

Total Income 750,000$        1,384,300$     1,037,000$     907,000$     882,000$     1,387,000$     

ADMINISTRATION

Loan Repayment to PVWD 300,000$        -$                -$                -$              -$              -$                

Accounting 8,000$            10,000$          12,000$          12,000$        15,000$        15,000$          

General Manager Services -$                180,000$        180,000$        200,000$     220,000$     220,000$        

Administrative Services - Misc 25,000$          25,000$          25,000$          25,000$        25,000$        25,000$          

Legal 10,000$          400,000$        300,000$        200,000$     100,000$     100,000$        

Board Meetings 8,000$            8,000$            10,000$          10,000$        12,000$        12,000$          

Board Meetings - P&P 6,000$            5,000$            5,000$            5,000$          5,000$          5,000$            

Outreach - P&P 8,000$            5,000$            5,000$            5,000$          5,000$          5,000$            

ENGINEERING  

Annual Report 55,000$          55,000$          60,000$          60,000$        65,000$        65,000$          

GIS Data Updates -$                -$                5,000$          5,000$            

Well Meter reading 25,000$          12,000$          12,000$          12,000$        12,000$        12,000$          

Meter Reading Verificiation - P&P -$                3,000$            3,000$            3,000$          3,000$          3,000$            

Water Quality Monitoring - P&P 54,000$          54,000$          25,000$          25,000$        25,000$        25,000$          

Water Level Monitoring - P&P 5,000$            5,000$            5,000$            5,000$          5,000$          5,000$            

Engineering Coordination - P&P 25,000$          15,000$          10,000$          5,000$          5,000$          5,000$            

SWRCB Requested GSP Updates - EKI 493,300$        172,300$        

SWRCB Requested GSA Data Gap Updates 75,000$          75,000$          75,000$        75,000$        75,000$          

GSA As Needed Support - EKI 40,000$          40,000$          40,000$        40,000$        40,000$          

Model Updates - EKI 50,000$          50,000$          50,000$        50,000$        250,000$        

GSP Mitigation Plans - EKI 105,000$        

GSA Mitigation Plan Implementation 10,000$          10,000$          10,000$        10,000$        10,000$          

5 Year Update - EKI 300,000$        

Groundwater Platform -$                70,000$          25,000$          25,000$        25,000$        25,000$          

Monitoring Wells -$                -$                50,000$          

Projects & mgt. actions 40,000$          50,000$          100,000$        100,000$     150,000$     150,000$        

Grant Investigation & tracking 30,000$          5,000$            5,000$            5,000$          5,000$          5,000$            

Grant Preparation 30,000$          30,000$          30,000$        30,000$        30,000$          

Total Expense 1,092,300$     1,384,300$     1,037,000$     907,000$     882,000$     1,387,000$     

Cost/AF Extraction Fee 39.01$            49.44$            37.04$            32.39$          31.50$          49.54$            
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Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Penalty Policy  

Adopted [DATE] 

 

 

1. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY   

 

The Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PVGSA) adopts this Penalty 

Policy (Policy) pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) (Water Code 

§ 10720 et seq.).  SGMA authorizes groundwater sustainability agencies to regulate groundwater 

extraction and to impose civil penalties for extractions in excess of authorized amounts.  

 

This Policy establishes the standards and procedures for assessing penalties for 

extractions in excess of a User’s Allocation and for requiring corrective actions necessary to 

address and mitigate the impacts of such extractions.  The assessment and imposition of penalties 

are intended to promote compliance, deter violations, and protect the sustainability of the Basin.  

All penalties imposed under this Policy shall be consistent with PVGSA’s statutory authority, 

including Water Code §§ 10725.2 and 10732.  

 

2. SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY 

 

This Policy applies to all Users within the PVGSA’s jurisdiction and governs all penalties 

imposed during the Transition Period.  

 

3. DEFINITIONS 

 

For purposes of this Policy, all capitalized terms not defined herein shall have the same 

meaning as set forth in the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy. 
 

3.1 Cure Period means the one (1) Year period following issuance of a Penalty Notice 

during which a User must cure an Overextraction in accordance with Section 5 of 

this Policy.  

 

3.2 Penalty Notice means the written notice issued by the General Manager or his/her 

authorized designee pursuant to this Policy notifying a User of his/her 

Overextraction, violation of this Policy or violation of the PVGSA Groundwater 

Allocation and Use Policy and the imposition of penalties associated therewith.  

 

3.3 Reserve Pool means the quantity of Sustainable Yield Allocation reserved during 

any Year in the discretion of the PVGSA Board or any Sustainable Yield that is 

not initially allocated in any Year as a result of a User’s failure to timely file an 

Annual Allocation Confirmation.  

 

3.4 Unauthorized Use of Groundwater means extraction of groundwater from the 

Basin by a person without an Allocation Account. 
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4. PENALTIES  

 

4.1  Overextraction and Unauthorized Use of Groundwater.  Any Overextraction or 

Unauthorized Use of Groundwater shall be subject to a civil penalty of up to $500 

per acre-foot unless such Overextraction or Unauthorized Use of Groundwater is 

cured within the Cure Period.    

 

4.2  Policy Violations.  A person who violates any provision of this Policy or the 

PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy shall be subject to a civil penalty 

of up to $1,000, plus $100 per day for each day the violation continues, if the 

person fails to comply within thirty (30) days of receiving a Penalty Notice from 

the PVGSA.  

 

4.3 Cumulative Penalties.  Penalties imposed under this Policy are cumulative and not 

exclusive.  PVGSA may pursue any other remedies available at law or in equity, 

including injunctive relief to halt unauthorized extraction and recovery of fees, 

penalties, and enforcement costs. 

 

5. CURE FOR OVEREXTRACTION 

 

5.1 Permitted Cure Methods.  Overextraction and the Unauthorized Use of 

Groundwater may be cured only by one or more of the following methods, subject 

to PVGSA verification and accounting:  

 

(a) Deduction from Future Allocation.  The User may cure Overextraction by 

debiting the Overextraction quantity from the User’s Allocation for the 

following Year, thereby reducing the User’s Allocation Account by the 

Overextraction quantity.  

 

(b) Purchase from a Willing Seller.  The User may cure the Overextraction or 

Unauthorized Use of Groundwater by acquiring additional Allocation from 

another User in the Basin in accordance with applicable rules related to 

Transfers as provided in the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use 

Policy.  

 

(c) Purchase from the PVGSA Reserve Pool (If Available).  The User may 

cure Overextraction by purchasing the Overextraction quantity from the 

PVGSA Reserve Pool.  Purchase of Reserve Pool water is subject to 

availability and PVGSA’s then-applicable pricing.  

 

5.2  Failure to Cure.  If a User fails to cure the entirety of the Overextraction by end of 

the Cure Period, PVGSA may: (1) assess additional penalties as permitted by law; 

(2) debit the User’s Allocation Account, including future Allocations, in an 

amount equal to any uncured Overextraction; and/or (3) pursue any other 
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available remedies, including denial, suspension or revocation of future 

Allocations, injunctive relief, and/or recovery of enforcement costs.  

 

6. PENALTY NOTICE  

 

6.1  Authorization.  The General Manager, or his/her designee, is authorized to issue a 

Penalty Notice for Overextraction, Unauthorized Use of Groundwater or a 

violation of this Policy or the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy. 

 

6.2  Contents of Penalty Notice.  The Penalty Notice shall include: (1) identification of 

the Year in which the Overextraction, Unauthorized Use of Groundwater or 

violation occurred; (2) the quantity of Overextraction expressed in acre‑feet or a 

brief description of the violation, as applicable; (3) the penalty amount due; (4) 

the penalty payment due date; (5) a description of the appeal process and 

applicable deadlines; (6) a statement of consequences for late or nonpayment of 

the penalty amount due; and (7) a description of the Cure Period and available 

cure options, if applicable.  

 

7. PAYMENT OF PENALTY  

 

7.1 Penalty Payment Due Date.  The penalty amount stated in a Penalty Notice is due 

on the date stated in the Penalty Notice. 

 

7.2  Interest on Unpaid Penalties.  Any unpaid penalty amount shall accrue interest at a 

rate of 1% per month, commencing on the day after the penalty payment due date 

stated in the Penalty Notice until paid in full. 

 

7.3  Suspension of Allocation for Nonpayment.  Failure to pay any penalty due, 

including accrued interest, within one (1) year of the penalty payment due date, 

will result in suspension of any Allocation to the User until all amounts due are 

paid in full. 

 

8. APPEALS  

 

A User may appeal a Penalty Notice.  Any appeal of a Penalty Notice must conform with 

Section 11 of the PVGSA Groundwater Allocation and Use Policy.   


