
  
  

TO ALL DIRECTORS OF THE PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILTY 
AGENCY BOARD:  

  
   
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors meeting of the Pleasant Valley 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency is scheduled for Tuesday, October 22nd, 2024, at 10:00 AM.  
  
The meeting will be made accessible for interested parties by teleconference at the call-in number 
below.  Directors will attend in person.  
  

Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 251 910 898 691 

Passcode: dLijYK 
 

Dial in by phone 
+1 323-489-4230,,468698700# United States, Los Angeles 

Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 468 698 700# 

  
 
  

  
  
 

  
  
 
 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZGQyZWY2ZTgtMjNlNS00ZmI0LTgxMDktNDQwYmY4ZjRlNzZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d59037a7-3398-46b2-b35a-6170662a28d3%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c2bfdd71-6877-4ef7-9166-6d66c70f8e62%22%7d
tel:+13234894230,,468698700
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/ced81492-9567-4594-8ef0-c73829b1c9cb?id=468698700


 
 
 AGENDA 
 
 MEETING OF THE  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 PLEASANT VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
 

Meeting Held at: 
Harris Ranch Inn & Restaurant 

Belmont Room 
24505 W Dorris Ave, Coalinga, CA 93210 

 
Also made accessible by video at the link: 

Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 251 910 898 691 

Passcode: dLijYK 
 

Dial in by phone 
+1 323-489-4230,,468698700# United States, Los Angeles 

Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 468 698 700# 

 
October 22, 2024, at 10:00am 

 
CALL TO ORDER-PVGSA MEETING. 
 
ROLL CALL.  A roll call will be taken to identify a quorum of the PVGSA Board of Directors. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT. The Board of Directors welcomes participation in Board meetings by the 
public.  The public may address matters under the authority of the Board that have not been 
included in the agenda.  However, California Law prohibits the Board from acting on any matter 
that is not on the posted agenda unless the Board of Directors determines that it is an emergency 
or one of the other situations specified in Government Code section 54954.2.  The Chairman may 
limit the total amount of time allocated for public testimony on issues for each individual speaker. 
Public Comment is available to anyone on the teleconference or by emailing comments to 
info@pvwdgsa.org. The comments will be read into the teleconference if received by email. 
 
POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.  Any Board member who has a potential conflict of 
interest may now identify the item and recuse himself or herself from discussing and voting on the 
matter.  (FPPC § 87105.) 
 

 
 

I. CORRESPONDENCE 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZGQyZWY2ZTgtMjNlNS00ZmI0LTgxMDktNDQwYmY4ZjRlNzZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d59037a7-3398-46b2-b35a-6170662a28d3%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c2bfdd71-6877-4ef7-9166-6d66c70f8e62%22%7d
tel:+13234894230,,468698700
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II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

 Approve the minutes from the following Board Meetings: 
 

1. July 9, 2024 and July 25, 2024 (Action Required) 
 

III. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATIVE  
 
1. Financial 

a) Ratify checks written July 23, 2024, through October 16, 2024 (Action 
Required) 

b) Balance Sheet and Budget to Actual Income Statement report as of September 30, 
2024 (Action Required) 

c) Review and approve 2024/2025 Operating Budget (Action Required) 
i. Review and approve Provost & Pritchard scope of services for the 

2024/2025 fiscal year (Action Required) 
ii. Review and approve Ecotone scope of services for the 2024/2025 fiscal 

year (Action Required) 
d) Accounting Draft Policy regarding Capitalized Assets  

 
IV. WATER POLICY REPORT 

 
1. GSP Implementation. Update on the following activities: 

a) Update on casing hammer wells – Joe Lovelace 
b) Monitoring for water quality – Joe Lovelace 
c) Water Level Data Report to DWR (Spring/Fall) – Calvin Monreal 

 
2. Metering. Update on the following activities: 

a) Amendment to Broken Meter Policy – Joe Lovelace 
b) Update from October 16, 2024 Water Policy Committee Meeting 

 
3. Well Permitting: Governor Executive Order N-7-22  

a) Domestic well application received (No Action Necessary)  
 
 
 
 
 

V. OUTSIDE COUNCIL’S REPORT. The Agency’s outside Council may provide a report to 
the Board on legal matters and the Board may take action to approve any recommendations 
made in connection with such matters. 



 
 
 

VI. ENGINEER’S & HYDROGEOLOGIST’S JOINT REPORT.  The Agency’s consulting 
engineer and consulting hydrogeologist may provide reports on the following matters and the 
Board may take action to approve any recommendations made in connection with such 
matters.   

 
1. Update on resubmittal of GSP – public comment letter from the State Dept. of 

Fish and Wildlife & Draft response 
2. Domestic Well Permitting Update 

 
 

VII. ECOLOGICAL CONSULTANT REPORT The Agency’s consulting Ecological Consultant 
may provide reports on the following matters and the Board may take action to approve any 
recommendations made in connection with such matters.   

   
 

VIII. DIRECTOR COMMENTS. The Board may discuss other items as permitted by the 
California Government Code. 

 
 

ADJOURN AS THE PVGSA BOARD MEETING 
 
Members of the public may directly address the Board of Directors on any item of 
interest to the public within the Board's subject matter jurisdiction before or during the 
Board's consideration of the item. 

 
Written materials related to an agenda item to be considered in open session that are 
public records will be made available for public inspection upon request. 

 
A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
may request the Agency provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in 
order to participate in any public meeting of the Agency. Such assistant includes 
appropriate alternative formats of the agenda and agenda packets used for any public 
meetings of the Agency.  Requests for such assistant and for agenda and agenda packets 
shall be made in person, by telephone or written correspondence to the Agency at least 
48 hours before a public District meeting.  
 



MINUTES OF THE SSPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 
July 9, 2024 

 
 The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency held a 
Special Board Meeting on Tuesday, July 9, 2024 at 24505 W. Dorris Avenue, Coalinga, CA and 
by teleconference.  A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to order by President 
Brad Gleason at approximately 10:02 a.m.  Directors attending the meeting were Brad Gleason, 
Kyle Murai, Joseph Lovelace, James Nichols, and Dustin Walker.  Directors Karen d’Artenay 
and Craig Finster were not in attendance.  Also in attendance were Linda Whelan Roy Jimenez, 
Rebecca Spicer, Turner Christensen, Travis Milwee, Doug Jackson, Sebastian Silveria, 
MaryBeth O’Bryan, Calvin Monreal, David Kahn (General Counsel) and Donna Wilt 
(bookkeeper).       
 
PUBLIC COMMENT.  None at this time. 
 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.  None at this time. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING RELATED TO ADOPTION OF GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 
PLAN (GSP) FOR SUBMISSION TO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (DWR).  
President Gleason presented to the Board the draft GSP to submit to the DWR.  The Board 
discussed the GSP and suggested a few changes before submitting the GSP to the DWR. 

 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING.  Director Lovelace motioned to Close the Public Hearing, which 
was second by Director Walker.  The motion was unanimously approved by the attending 
Directors. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED GSP TO DWR.  Director Lovelace motioned to allow Provost and 
Pritchard to submit the proposed Groundwater Sustainability Plan to the Department of Water 
Resources with the few changes that the Board suggested, which was second by Director Walker.  
The motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors. 
 
ADJOURNMENT.  Director Walker motioned for adjournment, which was second by Director 
Lovelace.  The motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors.  The meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 10:25 a.m.  
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      ________________________ 
      James S. Anderson, Secretary 



MINUTES OF THE QUARTERLY MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 
July 25, 2024 

 
 The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency held the 
Quarterly Board Meeting on Tuesday, July 25, 2024 at 24505 W. Dorris Avenue, Coalinga, CA and 
by teleconference.  A quorum was established, and the meeting was called to order by President 
Brad Gleason at approximately 11:21 a.m.  Directors attending the meeting were Brad Gleason, 
Kyle Murai, Craig Finster, Joseph Lovelace, Travis Milwee, James Nichols and Sebastian Silveria.  
Directors Karen d’Artenay and Dustin Walker were not in attendance.  Also in attendance were 
Linda Whelan, Conor Gillespie, Roy Jimenez, Rebecca Spicer, Andrew McHaney, Brian Neufeld, 
Rod Stiefvater, Ryan Gregg, Drew Gobby, MaryBeth O’Bryan, Calvin Monreal, David Kahn 
(General Counsel) and Donna Wilt (bookkeeper).       
 
PUBLIC COMMENT.  None at this time. 
 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.  None at this time. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE.  None at this time. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES.  The minutes of the Quarterly Board Meeting on April 30, 2024 
were reviewed.  Director Murai motioned to approve the January 23, 2024 Minutes, which was 
second by Director Finster.  The motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors. 

 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATIVE.  Director Gleason reported to the Board on the following items. 
 
 1.  Financial 
  a.  Ratify Checks – The Board reviewed the checks that had been written from 
  April 30, 2024 through July 22, 2024.  Director Finster motioned to approve 
  the checks from April 30, 2024 through July 22, 2024, which was second by 
  Director Lovelace.  The motion was unanimously approved by the attending 
  Directors. 

b.  Balance Sheet/Income Statement – The Board reviewed and discussed the June 
30, 2024, Balance Sheet and Income Statement.  Director Milwee motioned to 
approve the June 30, 2024 Balance Sheet and Income Statement, which was second 
by Director Murai.  The motion was unanimously approved by the attending 
Directors. 
c.  Capitalized Assets – The Board reviewed a Draft Policy regarding Capitalized 
Assets. 
d.  Pre-paid Credit Card – The Board discussed getting a $2,500 pre-paid credit card.  
Director Murai motioned to approve a $2,500 Pre-Paid Credit Card, which was 
second by Director Lovelace.  The motion was unanimously approved by the 
attending Directors. 
e.  2024-2025 Prop 218 Assessment – This item was tabled until the October 2024 
meeting. 

 



WATER POLICY REPORT.   Director Lovelace and President Gleason reported to the Board on 
the following items. 
 

1. GSP Implementation Updates 
a.  Casing Hammer Wells – Ken Schmidt was not in attendance.  
b.  Monitoring Water Quality – Director Lovelace will have a report for the October 
2024 meeting. 
 

2. Metering 
a.  January 1, 2024 – June 30, 2024 meter readings were recorded. Invoices to go out 
in the next week. 
 

3. Well Permitting:  Governor Executive Order N-7-22 
a.  Well Applications – received an application for a domestic well – no action 
needed. 

 
OUTSIDE COUNSEL’S REPORT.  General Counsel David Kahn reported to the Board on the 
following. 
 

1. No report. 
 
ENGINEER’S & HYDROGEOLOGIST’S REPORT.  Calvin Monreal of Provost and Pritchard 
reported to the Board on the following. 
 

1. No report. 
        
ECOLOGICAL CONSULTANT REPORT.    
 

1.  No report.  
   
DIRECTOR COMMENTS.  None at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT.  Director Finster motioned for adjournment, which was second by Director 
Milwee.  The motion was unanimously approved by the attending Directors.  The meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 11:43 a.m.  
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      ________________________ 
      Craig Finster, Secretary 
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October 10, 2024 
 
Bradford Gleason 
Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
PO Box 468 
Coalinga, CA 93210 
 
Subject: Engineering Support Services for the Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
 
Dear Brad: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this proposal to provide engineering support services for the Pleasant 
Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PVGSA). This proposal discusses our understanding of the 
engineering services the PVGSA is seeking from Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (P&P), recommends a 
scope of services together with associated fees, sets forth our assumptions and discusses other services that 
may be of interest to the PVGSA. 
 

PROJECT UNDERSTANDING 

We understand that PVGSA is in the process of identifying and prioritizing various PVGSA priorities for the 
2024-2025 fiscal year and has requested P&P provide engineering services in support of these projects. For 
budgetary purposes, P&P provides the following understanding of these priorities and the estimated fees. 
 
P&P will perform work as directed by the PVGSA Board. The following tasks have been identified and are 
described below. P&P will submit a proposal for additional tasks from the board that do not fit under the below 
phases. 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Our proposed scope of work for this proposal is segregated into several phases, described below. 
 

PHASE BORD: BOARD MEETINGS 

This phase includes all work associated with preparing for and attending board meetings. 
 
Deliverables 

• As directed by PVGSA Board. 

PHASE GEN: GENERAL ENGINEERING AS DIRECTED BY THE BOARD 

This phase includes general engineering activities as requested by the Board. Including the following: 
 

• On-Call Services 

• Assessment Assistance 

• Water Policy Development 
 
Deliverables 
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• As directed by PVGSA Board. 

PHASE GSP: ACTIVITIES PERTAINING TO THE GSP 

This phase includes all work associated with activities with the GSP. Including but not limited to the following: 
 

• Responding to comments on the GSP, from other than the Subbasin, 

• Attending DWR Meetings, 

• Scheduling outreach with Domestic Well Users, 
 
Deliverables 

• As directed by PVGSA Board. 

PHASE RPRT: ANNUAL REPORT 

This phase includes preparing and submitting the Annual Report. Includes updating groundwater elevation 
mapping, preparing hydrographs, gathering stream flow data and compiling all the data and preparing the 
Final Annual Report for the given year. Working with Kenneth Schmidt & Associates in his write-up to prepare 
the Annual Report. 
 
Deliverables 

• Submission of Annual Report. 

PROFESSIONAL FEES 

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group will perform the services in this proposal on a time and materials basis, 
in accordance with our Standard Fee Schedule in effect at the time services are rendered. These fees will be 
invoiced monthly as they are accrued. 
 

PROPOSED FEE  

PHASE ESTIMATED FEE 

Phase BORD $6,000 

Phase GEN $35,000 

Phase RPRT $25,000 

Total Estimated Fee: $66,000 

 
The line items shown above are estimates and are not intended to limit billings for any given Phase. Total 
billings will not exceed the Total shown without additional authorization. If the scope changes materially from 
that described above, as a result of the client or any approving agency’s decision, we will prepare a revised 
estimate of our fees for your approval before we proceed. 
 

SCHEDULE 

Each phase will have a separated schedule and will be identified at the time the Board or Board Representative 
executes the contract and authorizes P&P to perform the work. 
 

ASSUMPTIONS 

• The work proposed under each phase will be performed and billed on a time and materials basis. 
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• The estimates are subject to change due to yearly fee increases. The Board will be notified of such 
increases when they occur and or prior to the authorization of the work. 

• This scope does not include the cost for monitoring and gathering the data for recharge projects 
within the GSA. Once the fees for monitoring the recharge activities is derived, those fee’s will be 
supplied by the landowners. 
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ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

The following services are not included in this proposal, however these and others can be provided at 
additional cost, upon request. 

• Representation at Board meetings other than the PVGSA. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

If this proposal is acceptable, please sign this Proposal and the Consultant Services Agreement, and return a 
copy to our office. These documents will serve as our Notice to Proceed. This proposal is valid for 15 days from 
the date above. 
 
Sincerely Yours, 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 
 
 
 
Calvin Monreal, RCE 65453 Alex Collins, RCE 78242 
Principal Engineer Director of Operations 
 
 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS ACCEPTED 

 
By Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
 
   
Signature   

 
   
Printed Name   

 
   
Title Date  
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CONSULTANT SERVICES AGREEMENT 
CSA NO: 

 

Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency  [Subject] 

Client/Agency  Proposal No. 

Bradford Gleason  (559) 289-0018 
Attention  Telephone 

Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency   
Bill to  Fax 

PO Box 468  bgleason@westhillsfarms.com 
Billing Address  Email 

Coalinga, CA 93210   
City, Zip Code   

On-Going Engineering Services  Fresno County, CA 

Project Title  Location 

 

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES 
 
Engineering and consulting services for Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PVGSA) as needed and 
authorized by the client via executed proposals, including attached proposal dated October 10, 2024 for Engineering 
Services as directed by the PVGSA Board. 
 
The provisions set forth below and on the following paragraphs 1 through 42 are incorporated into and made a part of 
this Agreement.  In signing, the Client acknowledges that they have read and approved all such terms and hires Provost 
& Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc., dba Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group, (Consultant) to perform the above 
described services. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Client and Consultant agree that the following terms and conditions shall be part of this agreement: 

1. In providing services under this Agreement, the Consultant shall perform in a manner consistent with that degree of 
care and skill ordinarily exercised by members of the same profession currently practicing under similar 
circumstances at the same time and in the same or similar locality.  The Consultant makes no warranty, express or 
implied, as to its professional services rendered under this Agreement. 

2. Client acknowledges that Consultant is not responsible for the performance of work by third parties including, but 
not limited to, the construction contractor and its subcontractors. 

3. Client agrees that if Client requests services not specified in the scope of services described in this agreement, Client 
will pay for all such additional services as extra services, in accordance with Consultant's billing rates utilized for this 
contract.  

DOCUMENTS 
4. Client acknowledges that all reports, plans, specifications, field data and notes and other documents, including all 

documents on electronic media, prepared by Consultant (collectively Work Product) are instruments of service which 
shall remain the property of Consultant and may be used by Consultant without the consent of Client. Consultant 
shall retain all common law, statutory law and other rights, including copyrights.  Consultant grants Client a perpetual, 

Project Manager: Calvin Monreal 

Prepared by: Calvin Monreal 
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royalty-free fully paid-up, nonexclusive and irrevocable license to copy, reproduce perform, dispose of, use and re-
use the Work Product in connection with the Project, in whole or in part, and to authorize others to do so for the 
benefit of Client.  Client acknowledges that its right to utilize Work Product pursuant to this agreement will continue 
only so long as Client is not in default, pursuant to the terms and conditions of this agreement, and Client has 
performed all its obligations under this agreement. 

5. Client agrees not to reuse Work Product, in whole or in part, for any project other than the project that is the subject 
of this agreement. Client further agrees to waive all claims against Consultant resulting in any way from any 
unauthorized changes or unauthorized reuse of the Work Product for any other project by anyone on Client’s behalf. 
Client agrees not to use or permit any other person to use versions of Work Product which are not final and which 
are not signed and stamped or sealed by Consultant. Client shall be responsible for any such use of non-final Work 
Product. Client hereby waives any claim for liability against Consultant for use of non-final Work Product. If a 
reviewing agency requires that check prints be submitted with a stamp or seal, those shall not be considered final 
for purposes of this paragraph. 

6. In the event Client (1) makes, agrees to, authorizes, or permits changes in Work Product, or (2) makes, agrees to, 
authorizes, or permits construction of such unauthorized changes, which changes are not consented to in writing by 
Consultant, or (3) does not follow recommendations prepared by Consultant pursuant to this agreement, resulting 
in unauthorized changes to the project, Client acknowledges that the unauthorized changes and their effects are not 
the responsibility of Consultant. Client agrees to release Consultant from all liability arising from such unauthorized 
changes, and further agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless Consultant, its officers, directors, employees 
and subconsultants from and against all claims, demands, damages or costs, including attorneys' fees, arising from 
such changes.  

7. Under no circumstances shall delivery of Work Product for use by the Client be deemed a sale by the Consultant, and 
the Consultant makes no warranties, either express or implied, of merchantability and fitness for any particular 
purpose. In no event shall the Consultant be liable for indirect or consequential damages as a result of the Client’s 
unauthorized use or reuse of the Work Product.  

8. The Client is aware that differences may exist between electronic files delivered and the printed hard-copy 
construction documents. In the event of a conflict between the signed construction documents prepared by the 
Consultant and electronic files, the signed sealed hard-copy documents shall govern. 

LIMITATIONS 
9. Consultant makes no representations concerning soils or geological conditions unless specifically included in writing 

in this agreement, or by amendments to this agreement. If Consultant recommends that Client retain the services of 
a Geotechnical Engineer and Client chooses to not do so, Consultant shall not be responsible for any liability that may 
arise out of the making of or failure to make soils or geological surveys, subsurface soils or geological tests, or general 
soils or geological testing.  

10. Client acknowledges that, unless specifically stated to the contrary in the proposal’s description of services to be 
provided, Consultant's scope of services for this project does not include any services related in any way to asbestos 
and/or hazardous or toxic materials. Should Consultant or any other party encounter such materials on the job site, 
or should it in any other way become known that such materials are present or may be present on the job site or any 
adjacent or nearby areas which may affect Consultant's services, Consultant may, at its option, suspend or terminate 
work on the project until such time as Client retains a qualified contractor to abate and/or remove the asbestos 
and/or hazardous or toxic materials and warrant that the job site is free from any hazard which may result from the 
existence of such materials.  

INDEMNIFICATION 
11. To the fullest extent allowed by law, Consultant will indemnify and hold harmless, but shall have no duty to defend 

Client, its officers, directors, employees, and agents (collectively, the "Client lndemnitees") from, for and against any 
and all claims, demands, damages, losses, expenses, liabilities, and penalties arising out of or relating to the Project, 
but only to the extent caused by the negligent or other wrongful acts or omissions of Consultant, its subconsultants, 
or any person or entity for whose acts or omissions any of them are responsible, or by the failure of any such party 
to perform as required by this Agreement. To the fullest extent allowed by law, Client will indemnify and hold 
harmless, but shall have no duty to defend Consultant and its officers, directors, employees and agents from, for and 
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against any and all claims, demands, damages, losses, expenses, liabilities and penalties arising out of or relating to 
the Project, but only to the extent caused by the negligent or other wrongful acts or omissions of Client or any person 
or entity for whose acts or omissions it is responsible, or by the failure of any such party to perform as required by 
this Agreement. The obligations and rights of this Section are in addition to other obligations and rights of indemnity 
provided under this Agreement or applicable law. 

FINANCIAL 
12. All fees and other charges due Consultant will be billed monthly and shall be due at the time of billing unless specified 

otherwise in this agreement. If Client fails to pay Consultant within sixty (60) days after invoices are rendered, 
Consultant shall have the right in its sole discretion to consider such default in payment a material breach of this 
entire agreement, and, upon written notice, Consultant's duties, obligations and responsibilities under this 
agreement may be suspended or terminated for cause pursuant to Sections 26 through 31. In such event, Client shall 
promptly pay Consultant for all outstanding fees and charges due Consultant at the time of suspension or termination 
including all costs and expenses incurred in the performance of services up to suspension or termination.  

13. Consultant shall not be liable to Client for any costs or damages that may result from the termination or suspension 
of services under this agreement due to Client’s failure to pay Consultant invoices in accordance with the terms of 
this paragraph.  In the event that Consultant agrees to resume terminated or suspended services after receiving full 
payment of all late invoices, Client agrees that time schedules and fees, as applicable, related to the services will be 
equitably adjusted to reflect any delays or additional costs caused by the termination or suspension of services. 

14. In all cases where the proposal calls for payment of a retainer, that payment shall be made by Client to Consultant 
prior to commencement of services under this agreement. Upon receipt of retainer payment, the Consultant shall 
commence services as provided for under this Agreement.  Unless otherwise provided for in the project proposal, 
such retainer shall be held by Consultant throughout the duration of the contract, and shall be applied to the final 
project invoice, and to any other outstanding AR, including late payment charges, on the project.  Any amount of said 
retainer in excess of the final invoice and other outstanding AR shall be returned to the Client within 30 days of 
issuance of the final project invoice. 

15. Client agrees that all billings from Consultant to Client will be considered correct and binding on Client unless Client, 
within ten (10) days from the date of receipt of such billing, notifies Consultant in writing of alleged inaccuracies, 
discrepancies, or errors in billing.  In the event of a dispute over any billing or portion of billing, Client agrees to pay 
the undisputed portion of any billings in accordance with the payment terms set forth in Section 12.  

16. Client agrees to pay a monthly late payment charge, which will be the lesser of one and one half percent (1-1/2%) 
per month or a monthly charge not to exceed the maximum legal rate, which will be applied to any unpaid balance 
commencing thirty (30) days after the date of the billing.  Client acknowledges that payments applied first to unpaid 
late payment charges and then to unpaid balances of invoices.   

17. In the event Consultant's fee schedule changes due to any increase of costs such as the granting of wage increases 
and/or other employee benefits to field or office employees or any taxes or fees imposed by local, state, or federal 
government on consultants’ fees during the lifetime of this agreement, the new fee schedule shall apply to all 
subsequent work on time-and-materials contracts. 

18. If payment for Consultant's services is to be made on behalf of Client by a third party lender, Client agrees that 
Consultant shall not be required to indemnify the third party lender, in the form of an endorsement or otherwise, as 
a condition to receiving payment for services.  Client agrees to reimburse Consultant for all collection agency fees, 
legal fees, court costs, reasonable consultant staff costs and other expenses paid or incurred by Consultant in the 
event that collection efforts become necessary to enforce payment of any unpaid billings due to Consultant in 
connection with the services provided in this agreement. 
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LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
19. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Agreement to the contrary, the aggregate liability of the Consultant 

under this Agreement, whether for breach of contract, tort, strict liability or any other legal theory, will not exceed 
the total amount of Consultant's compensation for performing services under this Agreement or $50,000, whichever 
is greater, however this limitation of Consultant's liability does not apply to third-party claims, or to the Client's 
reasonable attorneys' fees and expert witnesses' fees and litigation expenses arising out of or related to such third-
party claims for which Consultant is liable. 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
20. In an effort to resolve any conflicts or disputes that arise regarding performance under this agreement by either 

party, Client and Consultant agree that all such disputes shall be submitted to nonbinding mediation, using a mutually 
agreed upon mediation services experienced in the resolution of construction disputes.  Unless the parties mutually 
agree otherwise, such mediation shall be a pre-condition to the initiation of any litigation.  The parties further agree 
to include a similar mediation provision in their agreements with other independent contractors and consultants 
retained for the project and require them to similarly agree to these dispute resolution procedures.  This provision 
shall not be interpreted to restrict the right of either party to file an action in a court of law, in the County of Fresno, 
State of California, having appropriate jurisdiction or to preclude or limit the Consultant’s right to record, perfect or 
to enforce any applicable lien or Stop Notice rights.   

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
21. If the scope of services contained in this agreement does not include construction phase services for this project, 

Client agrees that such construction phase services will be provided by Client or by others. Client assumes all 
responsibility for interpretation of the contract documents and for construction observation and supervision and 
waives any claim against Consultant that may in any way be connected thereto. In addition, Client agrees to indemnify 
and hold Consultant harmless from any loss, claim, or cost, including reasonable attorneys' fees and costs of defense, 
arising or resulting from the performance of such services by other persons or entities and from any and all claims 
arising from the modification, clarification, interpretation, adjustments or changes made to the contract documents 
to reflect changed field or other conditions, except for claims arising from the negligence or other wrongful acts of 
Consultant, its employees, its subconsultants, or any other person or entity for which Consultant is responsible. 

22. Client agrees to include provisions in its contract with the construction contractor to the effect that in accordance 
with generally accepted construction practices, the construction contractor will be required to assume sole and 
complete responsibility for job site conditions during the course of construction of the project, including safety of all 
persons and property, and that this requirement shall apply continuously and not be limited to normal working hours. 
Neither the professional activities of Consultant nor the presence of Consultant or its employees or subconsultants 
at a construction site shall relieve the contractor and its subcontractors of their obligations, duties and responsibilities 
including, but not limited to, construction means, methods, sequence, techniques or procedures necessary for 
performing, superintending or coordinating all portions of the work of construction in accordance with the contract 
documents and applicable health or safety requirements of any regulatory agency or of state law.  

23. Client agrees to require its contractor and subcontractors to review the plans, specifications and documents prepared 
by Consultant prior to the commencement of construction phase work. If the contractor and/or subcontractors 
believe there are deficiencies, conflicts, errors, omissions, code violations, or other deficiencies in the plans, 
specifications and documents prepared by Consultant, contractors shall notify Client so those deficiencies may be 
corrected or otherwise addressed by Consultant prior to the commencement of construction phase work.  

24. If, during the construction phase of the project, Client discovers or becomes aware of changed field or other 
conditions which necessitate clarifications, modifications or other changes to the plans, specifications, estimates or 
other documents prepared by Consultant, Client agrees to notify Consultant and, at Client’s option, retain Consultant 
to prepare the necessary changes or modifications before construction activities proceed.  Further, Client agrees to 
require a provision in its construction contracts for the project which requires the contractor to promptly notify Client 
of any changed field or other conditions so that Client may in turn notify Consultant pursuant to the provisions of 
this paragraph. 
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25. If, due to the Consultant's error, omission or negligence, a required item or component of the Project is omitted from 
the Consultant's construction documents, the Consultant shall not be responsible for paying the cost required to add 
such item or component to the extent that such item or component would have been required and included in the 
original construction documents. The Consultant will not be responsible for any cost or expense that enhances the 
value of the Project. 

SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION 
26. If the Project or the Consultant’s services are suspended by the Client for more than thirty (30) consecutive calendar 

days, the Consultant shall be compensated for all services performed and reimbursable expenses incurred prior to 
the receipt of notice of suspension. In addition, upon resumption of services, the Client shall compensate the 
Consultant for expenses incurred as a result of the suspension and resumption of its services, and the Consultant’s 
schedule and fees for the remainder of the Project shall be equitably adjusted. 

27. If the Consultant’s services are suspended for more than ninety (90) days, consecutive or in the aggregate, the 
Consultant may terminate this Agreement upon giving not less than five (5) calendar days’ written notice to the 
Client. 

28. If the Client is in breach of the payment terms or otherwise is in material breach of this Agreement, the Consultant 
may suspend performance of services upon five (5) calendar days’ notice to the Client. The Consultant shall have no 
liability to the Client, and the Client agrees to make no claim for any delay or damage as a result of such suspension 
caused by any breach of this Agreement by the Client. Upon receipt of payment in full of all outstanding sums due 
from the Client, or curing of such other breach that caused the Consultant to suspend services, the Consultant shall 
resume services, and there shall be an equitable adjustment to the remaining project schedule and fees as a result 
of the suspension. 

29. Client acknowledges Consultant has the right to complete all services included in this agreement. In the event this 
agreement is terminated before the completion of all services, unless Consultant is responsible for such early 
termination, Client agrees to release Consultant from all liability for services not performed or completed by 
Consultant and from liability for any third-party reliance, use, interpretation or extrapolation of Consultant’s work 
product. In the event all or any portion of the services by Consultant are suspended, abandoned, or otherwise 
terminated, Client shall pay Consultant all fees and charges for services provided prior to termination, not to exceed 
the contract limits specified herein, if any. Client acknowledges if the project services are suspended and restarted, 
there will be additional charges due to suspension of the services which shall be paid for by Client as extra services 
pursuant to Section 26.  Client acknowledges if project services are terminated for the convenience of Client, 
Consultant is entitled to reasonable termination costs and expenses, to be paid by Client as extra services pursuant 
to Section 31. 

30. The Client may terminate this Agreement for the Client's convenience and without cause upon giving the Consultant 
not less than seven (7) calendar days' written notice. 

31. In the event of termination of this Agreement by either party, Consultant shall invoice Client for all outstanding 
services and expenses reasonably incurred by the Consultant in connection with the orderly termination of this 
Agreement, including but not limited to demobilization, reassignment of personnel, associated overhead costs and 
all other expenses directly resulting from the termination. The Client shall within thirty (30) calendar days of 
termination pay the Consultant for all services rendered and all reimbursable costs incurred by the Consultant up to 
the date of termination, in accordance with the payment provisions of this Agreement. 

OTHER 
32. This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns of Client and 

Consultant. 

33. This agreement shall not be assigned by either Client or Consultant without the prior written consent of the other. 

34. Consultant's or Client's waiver of any term, condition or covenant shall not constitute the waiver of any other term, 
condition or covenant. Consultant's or Client's waiver of any breach of this agreement shall not constitute the waiver 
of any other breach of the Agreement.  

35. Client and Consultant agree that if any term or provision of this Agreement is determined to be illegal, in conflict with 
any law, void or otherwise unenforceable, and if the essential terms and provisions of this Agreement remain 
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unaffected, then the validity of the remaining terms and provisions will not be affected and the offending provision 
will be given the fullest meaning and effect allowed by law. 

36. This agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California. The Client 
agrees and consents to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of the State of California for all purposes regarding this 
Agreement and further agrees and consents that venue of any action brought hereunder shall be exclusively in the 
County of Fresno, State of California. 

37. Within the limits of the approved scope and fee, Consultant may engage the services of any subconsultants when, in 
the Consultant's sole opinion, it is appropriate to do so. Such subconsultants may include testing laboratories, 
geotechnical engineers and other specialized consulting services deemed necessary by the Consultant to carry out 
the scope of the Consultant's services. 

38. Consultant shall be entitled to immediately, and without notice, suspend the performance of any and all of its 
obligations pursuant to this agreement if Client files a voluntary petition seeking relief under the United States 
Bankruptcy Code or if there is an involuntary bankruptcy petition filed against Client in the United States Bankruptcy 
Court, and that petition is not dismissed within fifteen (15) days of its filing.  Any suspension of services made 
pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph shall continue until such time as this agreement has been fully and 
properly assumed in accordance with the applicable provisions of the United States Bankruptcy Code and in 
compliance with final order or judgment issued by the Bankruptcy Court.   

39. This agreement shall not be construed to alter, affect or waive any design professional's lien, mechanic's lien or stop 
notice right, which Consultant may have for the performance of services pursuant to this agreement. Client agrees 
to provide to Consultant the current name and address of the record owner of the property upon which the project 
is to be located. Client also agrees to provide Consultant with the name and address of any and all lenders who may 
loan money on the project and who are entitled to receive a preliminary notice.  

40. Consultant shall not be liable for damages resulting from the actions or inactions of governmental agencies including, 
but not limited to, permit processing, environmental impact reports, dedications, general plans and amendments 
thereto, zoning matters, annexations or consolidations, use or conditional use permits, project or plan approvals, 
and building permits. Client agrees that it is the responsibility of Client to maintain in good standing all governmental 
approvals or permits and to timely apply for any necessary extensions thereof.  

41. Consultant and Client each agree to waive consequential damages for claims, disputes or other matters in question 
arising out of or relating to this Agreement.  This mutual waiver is applicable, without limitation, to all consequential 
damages due to either party’s termination in accordance with paragraphs 26 through 31, except for termination 
expenses provided for in said paragraph 31. Client further agrees that to the fullest extent permitted by law, 
Consultant shall not be liable to Client for any special, indirect or consequential damages whatsoever, whether 
caused by Consultant's negligence, errors, omissions, strict liability, breach of contract, breach of warranty or other 
cause or causes whatsoever, including but not limited to, loss of use of equipment or facility, and loss of profits or 
revenue. 

42. This Agreement is the entire Agreement between the Client and the Consultant. It supersedes all prior 
communications, understandings and agreements, whether oral or written. Amendments to this Agreement must be 
in writing and signed by both the Client and the Consultant. 

 

Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
 Provost & Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc., 

dba Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 

Client/Agency   

   

By  By 

  Alex Collins, RCE 78242 

Name  Name 

  Director of Operations 

Title  Title 

  July 12, 2024 

Date Signed  Date Signed 
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Letter of Engagement for Professional Services 

October 14, 2024 

Mr. Brad Gleason, President 
Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
P.O. Box 468 Coalinga, CA 93210 
 

Re:  Retainer for Professional Services in Support of Pleasant Valley GSA  
 Ecotone Proposal # P-24085d 

 

Dear Mr. Gleason: 

Thank you for selecting Ecotone, LLC, (“Ecotone” or “Provider”) to work with you on this project. Our understanding 

is that Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“PVGSA” or “Client”) would like services in support of 

its water strategy development and water program pursuits.  

Under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), water agencies of medium priority basins, such as 

Pleasant Valley Water District (PVWD) and PVGSA, must halt overdrafts of groundwater and bring groundwater 

basin uses into sustainability within 20 years. Towards that goal, PVWD and PVGSA developed the Pleasant Valley 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan in 2022 (GSP). Based on the timeframe initiated by the submittal of their GSP, 

they need to attain sustainability by 2043.  

The GSP estimates an ongoing overdraft within the district of 20,000 ACFT per year. Currently, the North Pipeline 

Group (NPG), a coalition of producers within the PVWD, is working to bring 10,000 ACFT of water per year into 

the district to offset pumping. Notwithstanding the efforts of the NPG, PVWD still faces a shortfall of 10,000 ACFT 

of water a year. 

To address its estimated shortfall, PVGSA and PVWD are developing a comprehensive water strategy (“Strategy”) 

to enable sustained agricultural activity within the district in the future. The Strategy focuses on water recovery 

and exchange partnerships, development of a water banking program, and optimization of recharge from PVWD’s 

existing water sources. 

Scope  

Ecotone will provide comprehensive support to PVGSA in the development and planning of its Strategy. This 

includes but is not limited to assisting in water sourcing activities, developing water partnerships, recharge project 

identification and development, water banking coordination and planning, identifying and acquiring funding for 

water projects, and program management support for water programs as they are developed.  

The tasks herein identify the services Ecotone will be providing as part of this engagement. Due to the early stage 

of the development of PVGSA’s overall Strategy, at the request of PVGSA, Ecotone may provide additional services 

beyond the scope of these tasks. 
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Task STRAT: Strategy support 

This task includes comment responses on the districts Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP), water sourcing 

activities, developing water partnerships, recharge project identification and development, water banking 

coordination and planning, identifying and acquiring funding for water projects, and program management 

support for water programs as they are developed.  

Deliverables 

• Task specific deliverables as requested by the GSA.  

Task BOARD: Workshop/Board Meeting Assistance  

Ecotone will, at the direction of PVGSA, develop and supply materials for the PVGSA in preparation for its board 

meetings on all tasks listed herein.   

Deliverables 

• Board meeting materials as requested by PVGSA. 

Compensation 

The estimated project costs (Table 1) are based on estimates of the tasks to be completed. Provider will invoice 

the remaining work on a time-and-materials basis, and Client shall pay based on Provider’s invoices to Client. 

Table 1. Proposed Fee 

Task Estimated Fee 

Task GRANT  $ 5,000 

Task BOARD  $ 2,500 

Estimated Fee  $ 7,500 

  

Provider shall be reimbursed for all expenses incurred in performing services under this Letter of Engagement 

except as otherwise agreed in writing. No markup will be placed on any project expenses invoiced as part of the 

project. Invoices will be sent monthly, and payment is requested within 60 days. 

ECOTONE, LLC  
www.ecotoneinc.com | marketing@ecotoneinc.com (e) | 410.420.6983 (f)  

129 Industry Lane, Forest  Hi l l ,  Maryland 21050 | 410.420.2600 (p)  

Schedule 

Provider shall commence work upon acceptance of this Letter of Engagement, and by authorizing below, you 

agree to the terms of this Letter of Engagement. 

Acceptance  
Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency, in consideration of Ecotone’s proposal and Standard Terms 
and Conditions (enclosed), does hereby accept this proposal as the complete and final Agreement with Ecotone, 
LLC, by signing below as well as on page 4 of our Terms & Conditions. Upon execution of both the signed 

http://www.ecotoneinc.com/
mailto:marketing@ecotoneinc.com
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proposal and Standard Terms and Conditions, the Client authorizes Ecotone, LLC to begin the work as covered 
by this proposal.  

 

Ecotone, LLC  
Pleasant Valley Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency 

James M. Eisenhardt, Vice President  Brad Gleason 
Name and Title  Name and Title 

07/23/2024   

Date  Date 

 

  

Signature  Signature 
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Ecotone, LLC 
STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

The Standard Terms and Conditions set forth herein are part of the attached Proposal (the “Proposal”) for the 
performance of engineering or environmental services and all supplements to the Proposal. In the event of any 
inconsistencies, the terms of the Proposal shall take precedence over these Standard Terms and Conditions. 

GENERAL: Ecotone, LLC (hereinafter referred to as “Ecotone”) shall provide for the CLIENT 
professional environmental, engineering and/or construction services in all phases of the project 
to which the Proposal applies (the “Project”). Ecotone’s professional services will be performed 
with the care and skill ordinarily used by members of Ecotone practicing under similar conditions 
at the same time and in the same locality. The warranties and liabilities set forth herein are in lieu 
of all other warranties and liabilities expressed or implied in law or in fact. 

CLIENT’S OBLIGATION: To assist Ecotone in performance of the services hereunder, CLIENT 
shall (a) cooperate in every reasonable manner with Ecotone and provide all available material, 
data, and information which pertains to the Project, including all criteria, design, and 
construction standards and all other information relating to Ecotone’s requirements for the 
project; (b) consult with Ecotone; (c)  permit Ecotone  reasonable  access  to  the CLIENT’S 
location(s); (d) secure and provide all permits and licenses necessary for the performance of 
services hereunder at CLIENT’S facility(ies); and (e) provide prompt written notice of any 
defects or suspected  defects  in  Ecotone performance. Ecotone shall be entitled to rely on the 
information provided by CLIENT. 

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY: To the fullest extent permitted by law, Ecotone’s total liability to 
CLIENT for any and all injuries, claims, losses, expenses, or damages whatsoever arising out 
of or in any way related to the Project or the Proposal from any cause or causes, including, but 
not limited to, Ecotone’s negligence, errors, omissions, breach of contract or breach of 
warranty, shall not exceed the total of Ecotone's professional liability insurance. Upon request, 
Ecotone will submit to CLIENT a certificate of insurance indicating coverage limits and shall 
carry a clause requiring thirty (30) days written notice to CLIENT of cancellation. 
Notwithstanding any other provision herein, Ecotone shall not be responsible for any 
incidental, indirect or consequential damages (including loss of profits) incurred by CLIENT or 
any third party occasioned by services performed hereunder or by application or use of reports 
or other work performed hereunder. 

BUILDERS RISK COVERAGE: Should CLIENT obtain a builder’s risk policy for the 
construction phase of this Project, CLIENT shall name Ecotone as an additional insured and 
provide Ecotone with proof of coverage. 

INDEMNIFICATION: CLIENT will indemnify and hold harmless Ecotone, its officers, directors, 
share-holders or agents, employees, consultants, and sub-contractors from and against any and all 
liabilities, damages or expenses, including, without limitation, any and all legal costs and 
expenses, whatsoever in connection with any personal injury or property dam- age arising out of 
or in any way connected with the negligence, reckless or intentional acts or omissions by 
CLIENT, its officers, directors, shareholders, agents, employees, consultants and contractors, or 
one for whom they are liable whether said acts or omissions are negligent, reckless, intentional or 
unintentional. In the event that the CLIENT fails or refuses to indemnify Ecotone hereunder, then 
in addition to all other damages and costs and upon an adjudication in favor of Ecotone, CLIENT 
shall be responsible for any and all costs associated with bringing such claim for indemnity, 
including but not limited to attorneys’ fees, expert fees, and court costs.



 

PAYMENT OF INVOICES:  
Invoices will be submitted by Ecotone as follows. Payments will be due and payable in 

full on receipt by CLIENT of an invoice without retainage, and payment will not be 
contingent on receipt by CLIENT of funds from third parties. 

Applicable Contract Type 
☐ lump sum  
☒ time and materials 
☐ applicable retainer to be applied to last invoice 

__%  $________________ 

 

Applicable Billing Method 
☒ monthly billing 
☐ per attached schedule 
☐ % of completion 

 

Payment of invoices will be due and payable in full upon receipt by the CLIENT. All 
invoicing will be substantiated by Ecotone cost record sheets and work order 
system. Time spent in additional detailing of invoices at the CLIENT’S request is 
considered extra effort on the Project and will be invoiced as additional work along 
with any related cost of making copies and reproductions. 

If any aspect of the invoice is in dispute, CLIENT shall notify Ecotone in writing within 
fifteen (15) days of receipt of an invoice. CLIENT agrees to pay all charges not in 
dispute promptly upon receipt of the invoice. CLIENT agrees that. 

If fees are not paid in full within thirty (30) days of the date of the invoice, Ecotone 
reserves the right to pursue all remedies, including withdrawing certifications and 
retaining all documents without recourse. 

If any invoice remains unpaid for a period in excess of thirty (30) days from the date of 
the invoice, a service charge of 1½ percent per month will be added to the amount 
due. CLIENT agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Ecotone from and against any 
and all reasonable fees, expenses, and costs incurred by Ecotone in its efforts to 
collect and enforce payment of accounts that have not been paid when due. 

All invoices not paid within forty-five (45) days will cause cessation of work by Ecotone 
without Ecotone terminating this Agreement or being deemed in breach thereof. 
CLIENT agrees to waive any claim against Ecotone and to indemnify, defend and 
hold harmless Ecotone from and against any claims arising from suspension or 
termination of work by Ecotone because of CLIENT’S failure to provide timely 
payment. 

DELAYS AND FORCE MAJEURE: CLIENT hereby releases and holds Ecotone harmless 
for damages or delays in performance caused by acts of God, acts and/or omissions of 
federal, state, and local governmental authorities and regulatory agencies, or other events 
which are beyond the reasonable control of Ecotone. Should such acts or events occur, it 
is agreed that Ecotone shall use reasonable means to overcome all difficulties arising and 
to resume as soon as reasonably possible the normal pursuit and schedule of the services 
covered by this Agreement. Ecotone shall be compensated for any reasonable expenses 
arising out of such a delay or force majeure event. 

OWNERSHIP, MAINTENANCE, AND USE OF DOCUMENTS: All materials resulting 
from Ecotone efforts on this Project, including documents, calculations, maps, 
photographs, drawings, any and all information transferred through electronic media, 
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word processing or computer portable/thumb drives, computer printouts, notes, samples, 
specimens, and any other pertinent printed, stored, or transmitted data are instruments of 
Ecotone service. Ecotone shall have the right to retain copies of all such instruments of 
service. All reports and other materials resulting from Ecotone efforts are not intended or 
represented to be suitable for reuse or on extensions or modifications of this Project or 
any other project. Use of said reports or other materials by CLIENT on such extensions, 
modifications, or other projects without written permission or adaptation by Ecotone for 
the specific purpose intended shall be at the user’s sole risk, without liability on Ecotone's 
part and CLIENT shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Ecotone from damages and 
claims arising out of unauthorized use. Unless restricted by the terms of a Confidentiality 
Agreement, Ecotone reserves the right to use photographs with respect to the Project for 
the purpose of Ecotone's promotional materials, including but not limited to Ecotone's 
Web site, brochure, and corporate newsletters. 

PATENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: Ecotone shall retain all right and title 
to all patentable and unpatentable inventions including confidential know-how and 
software developed by Ecotone hereunder in its field of expertise. 

SITE INFORMATION: If requested by Ecotone, CLIENT shall locate for Ecotone and shall 
assume responsibility for the accuracy of its representations as to the locations of all 
installations and underground utilities. In such event, Ecotone will not be responsible for 
damage to any such utilities or installations not so located. 

DISPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTE SAMPLES AND CONTAMINATED 
EQUIPMENT: 
All samples of hazardous contaminants are the property and responsibility of CLIENT 

and shall be returned to CLIENT at the end of the Project for proper disposal. 
Alternate arrangements to ship such samples directly to a permitted hazardous 
waste or other appropriate disposal facility may be made at CLIENT’S request, 
responsibility, and expense. 

All laboratory and field equipment that cannot readily and adequately be decontaminated 
shall become the property and responsibility of CLI- ENT. All such equipment 
shall be charged and turned over to CLIENT for proper disposal. Alternate 
arrangements to turn such equipment directly over to a permitted hazardous waste 
or other appropriate disposal facility may be made at CLIENT’S request, 
responsibility, and expense. 

CLIENT agrees to indemnify and hold Ecotone harmless from and against all loss, 
damage and expense arising out of the disposal of all such samples and equipment, 
except to the extent caused by the negligent or willful misconduct of Ecotone. 

NO THIRD PARTY RIGHTS: This Agreement shall not create any rights or benefits to 
parties other than CLIENT and Ecotone. 

CONTRACT MODIFICATIONS: Any contracts with greater than one-year term are subject 
to renegotiation at the expiration of the anniversary of the contract. Any changes in the 
terms and conditions of this agreement shall be effective only when incorporated as a 
written amendment to this agreement. 
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ENTIRE AGREEMENT: The proposal, including Standard Terms and Conditions, drawings, 
plans, plats, and exhibits attached thereto, set forth the entire understanding and 
agreement between the parties with respect to the Project and shall be binding upon and 
inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective successors and assigns. The 
documentation described in the prior sentence supersedes all prior documents, 
agreements, and understandings between the parties with respect to the Proposal. 

GOVERNING LAW: This Agreement and the terms and conditions of the Proposal shall be 
governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of the State of Maryland without 
application of its choice of law provisions. Any action arising out of the work performed 
pursuant to this agreement and/or proposal must be brought either in the Court of 
Common Pleas of Harford County, Maryland, or the U.S. District of Maryland which 
shall have exclusive jurisdiction and venue. Participation in mediation shall be a 
condition precedent to the filing of any litigation. A demand for mediation shall be filed 
with the other parties. Unless the parties otherwise agree, the mediation shall be governed 
by the American Arbitration Association. Should Ecotone prevail in any litigation, it shall 
be entitled to recover its costs, including reasonable attorney’s fees, expert fees, and 
expenses.IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this 
Agreement as of the date CLIENT accepts attached Proposal.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement as of the date 
CLIENT accepts attached Proposal. 
 
Standard Terms and Conditions are valid only after signed by an Ecotone, LLC authorized signer. 

Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

 
 
By:        

Authorized Representative (Please Sign)  

  Brad Gleason     
Name (Please Type or Print) 

 President     
Title 

       
Date 

       
e-mail address 

Street/Billing Address: 

       

       

Telephone Number: 

       

Fax Number:      

Ecotone, LLC  

By:       _ 
Authorized Representative (Please Sign) 

James M. Eisenhardt    
Name (Please Type or Print) 

Vice President    
Title 

7/23/2024        
Date  

cgillespie@ecotoneinc.com   
e-mail address 

Street Address: 

129 Industry Lane    

Forest Hill, Maryland 21050   

Proposal No.: p- P-24085d 
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POLICY NO. GW22-1 (AMENDMENT)

FIRST AMENDMENT TO POLICY NO. GW22-1 REQUIRING INSTALLATION AND 
USE OF METERING EQUIPMENT FOR GROUNDWATER EXTRACTION FACILITIES

Adopted October 10, 2024

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Pleasant Valley Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (PVGSA), adopted Policy No. GW22-1 (the “Policy”) on March 22, 
2022.

WHEREAS, the Policy requires the installation and use of metering equipment on 
groundwater wells and extraction facilities for purposes of monitoring groundwater 
extractions related to the Pleasant Valley Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan.

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 2, of the Policy considers actions necessary in the 
event of a meter failure, and provides in relevant part that “landowners shall repair or 
replace inoperable or damaged meters as soon as reasonably possible.”

WHEREAS, the parties to the Policy desire to modify Article 2, Section 2, to ensure 
that landowners with a meter that has failed or is requires repairs act expeditiously in 
causing the meter to become operable.

WHEREAS, the Policy provides in Article 8 that the Policy may only be modified or 
amended by the majority vote of the Board of Directors of the PVGSA.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Agencies hereby amend the Policy as follows:

1. Amendment.  The first paragraph of Article 2, Section 2, is hereby amended 
to read:

“Water meters occasionally fail, losing periods of record before the disable or 
inaccurate meter is either replaced or repaired.  Well operators shall be prepared 
to provide another acceptable method of computing pumpage during these periods 
of meter failure to avoid the loss of record on wells that require metering under this 
policy.  Additionally, landowners shall repair or replace inoperable or damaged 
meters as soon as reasonably possible, and shall provide proof to the Agency in 
which the meter is located of good faith efforts to replace inoperable or damaged 
meters within 2 weeks of identifying the inoperable or damaged meter.”

2. All other terms.  Except as amended hereby, the Policy is affirmed and shall 
remain in full force and effect, and all terms, provisions and definitions not changed 
hereby shall remain as set forth in the Policy.
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ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this 22nd day of October, 2024 by the following 
vote

Ayes:

Noes:

ATTEST

________________________ _____________________
Craig Finster, Secretary Brad Gleason, President
Pleasant Valley GSA Pleasant Valley GSA

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY

I hereby certify that I am the Secretary of the Pleasant Valley Water District and that the 
foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of Directors of said District at the 
Meeting duly held on October 22, 2024, at which meeting a quorum of said Board of 
Directors was at all times present and acting.

________________________
Craig Finster, Secretary
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Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870 

September 17, 2024 
 
 
 
Via Electronic Mail and Online Submission 
 
Monica Reis 
Supervising Water Resources Engineer  
California Department of Water Resources 
715 P Street, 8th Floor 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Monica.Reis@water.ca.gov 
 
 
Brad Gleason 
Board President 
Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
P.O. Box 468 
Coalinga, California 93210 
bgleason@westhillsfinancial.com 
 
 
Portal Submission: https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/#gsp 
 
Subject: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMENTS ON THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY SUBBASIN REVISED GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY    
PLAN 

 
Dear Monica Reis and Brad Gleason: 
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) is providing comments on 
the Pleasant Valley Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Pleasant 
Valley Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (Revised GSP) prepared pursuant to 
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and submitted to the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) with a revision date of July 3, 2024. The Basin 
is designated as Medium Priority under SGMA. In response to the DWR Incomplete 
Determination dated January 18, 2024, the GSA must submit the Revised GSP and 
other required information and materials to DWR by July 16, 2024. While the comment 
period may have ended, CDFW respectfully requests that Pleasant Valley Groundwater 
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Sustainability Agency, and California Department of Water Resources still consider our 
comments. 
 
The Department is writing to support ecosystem preservation and enhancement in 
compliance with SGMA and its implementing regulations based on Department 
expertise and best available information and science. As trustee agency for the State’s 
fish and wildlife resources, the Department has jurisdiction over the conservation, 
protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and the habitat necessary for 
biologically sustainable populations of such species (Fish & Game Code §§ 711.7 and 
1802).  
 
Development and implementation of GSPs under SGMA represents a new era of 
California groundwater management. The Department has an interest in the sustainable 
management of groundwater, as many sensitive ecosystems, species, and public trust 
resources depend on groundwater and interconnected surface water (ISW), including 
ecosystems on Department-owned and managed lands within SGMA-regulated basins.  
SGMA and its implementing regulations afford ecosystems and species specific 
statutory and regulatory consideration, including the following as pertinent to GSPs: 
 

 GSPs must consider impacts to groundwater dependent ecosystems 
(GDEs) (Water Code § 10727.4, subd. (l); see also Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23 § 
354.16 subd. (g)); 
 

 GSPs must consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of 
groundwater, including environmental users of groundwater (Water Code 
§ 10723.2) and GSPs must identify and consider potential effects on all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, §§ 354.10 
subd. (a), 354.26 subd. (b)(3), 354.28 subd. (b)(4), 354.34 subd. (b)(2), and 
354.34 subd. (f)(3));  
 

 GSPs must establish sustainable management criteria that avoid 
undesirable results within 20 years of the applicable statutory deadline, 
including depletions of ISW that have significant and unreasonable adverse 
impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23 § 
354.22 et seq. and Water Code §§ 10721 subd. (x)(6) and 10727.2 subd. (b)) 
and describe monitoring networks that can identify adverse impacts to beneficial 
uses of ISW (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23 § 354.34 subd. (c)(6)(D)); and 
 

 GSPs must account for groundwater extraction for all water use sectors, 
including managed wetlands, managed recharge, and native vegetation (Cal. 
Code Regs., tit. 23 §§ 351 subd. (a)(l) and 354.18 subd. (b)(3)). 
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In the context of SGMA statutes and regulations, and Public Trust Doctrine 
considerations, groundwater planning should carefully consider and protect 
environmental beneficial uses and users of groundwater, including fish and wildlife and 
their habitats, GDEs, and ISW. 
Furthermore, the Public Trust Doctrine imposes a related but distinct obligation to 
consider how groundwater management affects public trust resources, including 
navigable surface waters and fisheries. Groundwater hydrologically connected to 
surface waters is also subject to the Public Trust Doctrine to the extent that groundwater 
extractions or diversions affect or may affect public trust uses. (Environmental Law 
Foundation v. State Water Resources Control Board (2018), 26 Cal. App. 5th 844; 
National Audubon Society v. Superior Court (1983), 33 Cal. 3d 419.) The GSA has “an 
affirmative duty to take the public trust into account in the planning and allocation of 
water resources, and to protect public trust uses whenever feasible.” (National Audubon 
Society, supra, 33 Cal. 3d at 446.) Accordingly, groundwater plans should consider 
potential impacts to and appropriate protections for ISW and their tributaries, and ISW 
that support fisheries, including the level of groundwater contribution to those waters. 
 
The Department is providing comments and recommendations on the Pleasant Valley 
Subbasin Revised GSP (Attachment A). The comments in Attachment A only relate to 
those issues that DWR directed the GSA to address in its Incomplete Determination, 
and do not encompass all previous Department comments. The Department is providing 
its prior comments on the Final GSP as Attachment B. 
 
As detailed in Attachment A, the Department believes that the Revised GSP does 
not address all Deficiencies and/or Corrective Actions as identified by DWR’s 
Incomplete Determination. The Revised GSP does not consider environmental 
beneficial users; does not adequately address potential impacts to GDEs, ISWs, 
sensitive species and habitats, including Department owned lands; and lacks supporting 
information to support of the GSA’s analysis of GDEs and ISWs. Accordingly, the 
Department continues to recommend the Pleasant Valley Subbasin GSA analyze the 
above potential impacts, adequality identify GDEs and ISWs within the subbasin, 
consider all environmental beneficial users, and provide supporting information and data 
to support the GSA’s conclusions. 
 
The Department has additional ongoing comments pertaining to fish and wildlife that are 
not identified by DWR’s Incomplete Determination and not adequately addressed by the 
Revised GSP, including the following: consider beneficial users, identify interconnected 
surface waters, identify groundwater dependent ecosystems, and does not address 
project impacts. Please refer to the Department’s prior comments (Attachments B) for 
more details. 
 
The Department appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Final GSP. If 
you have any further questions, please contact Annette Tenneboe, Senior 
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Environmental Scientist (Specialist), Central Region SGMA Coordinator, at 
Annette.Tenneboe@wildlife.ca.gov or by phone at (559) 580-3202. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Julie A. Vance 
Regional Manager 
 
 
Enclosures (Attachments A, B, and C) 
 
 
ec: California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 
Brooke Jacobs, Branch Chief 
Water Branch 
Brooke.Jacobs@wildlife.ca.gov  
 
Robert Holmes, Environmental Program Manager 
Statewide Water Planning Program  
Robert.Holmes@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
Adam Weinberg, Statewide SGMA Coordinator 
Groundwater Program 
Adam.Weinberg@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
Bob Stafford Program Manager 
Wildlife and Lands Program 
Bob.Stafford@wildlife.ca.gov  
 
John Battistoni 
San Joaquin Valley & Mojave Desert Ecological Reserve Supervisor 
John.Battistoni@wildlife.ca.gov  
 
California Department of Water Resources 

 
Amanda Peisch-Derby 
South Central Region Office 
AmandaPeisch-Derby@water.ca.gov    
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County of Fresno Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
 
Roy Jimenez, Jr 
RJJimenez@fresnocountyca.gov  
 
Glenn Allen 
GLAllen@fresnocountyca.gov  
 
City of Coalinga Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
 
Sean Brewer 
SBrewer@coalinga.com  

 
State Water Resources Control Board 
 
Natalie Stork, Chief 
Groundwater Management Program 
Natalie.Stork@waterboards.ca.gov  
  

Docusign Envelope ID: E2042492-8DD4-448C-A8B8-13445761A2F9

mailto:RJJimenez@fresnocountyca.gov
mailto:GLAllen@fresnocountyca.gov
mailto:SBrewer@coalinga.com
mailto:Natalie.Stork@waterboards.ca.gov


Monica Reis 
Brad Gleason 
September 17, 2024 
Page 6 
 
 

Attachment A 
 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMENTS ON THE 
Pleasant Valley Subbasin GSP REVISED GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 

 
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Department’s June 22, 2022, Incomplete Determination of the 2022 Pleasant Valley 
Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (Incomplete Determination) identified four 
Deficiencies and a total of five associated Corrective Actions that need to be addressed 
by the Pleasant Valley Subbasin GSA prior to DWR determining the plan to be 
complete. The Department reviewed the Pleasant Valley Subbasin Revised GSP and 
believes that the revision fails to adequately address the following four Issues identified 
in the DWR Incomplete Determination: 
 
Issue 1: The Final GSP does not consider environmental beneficial users. 
 

Comment 1: After review of Section 2.5.1 the Department considers its original 
comments still valid and recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA incorporate 
these comments into its analysis of deficiencies in the 2024 GSP. Specifically, 
CDFW recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA re-evaluate the above 
deficiencies to incorporate environmental beneficial users. 

 
Issue 2: The Final GSP is insufficient in identifying interconnected surface water, due to 
a lack of supporting information for interconnected surface water analysis. 
 

Comment 2: After review of Section 5.4.6 the Department considers its original 
comments still valid and recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA incorporate 
these comments into its analysis of deficiencies in the 2024 GSP. Specifically, 
CDFW recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA re-evaluate the above 
deficiencies to incorporate review of interconnected surface waters. 

 
Issue 3: Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem (GDE) identification is based on a limited 
data set to demonstrate exclusion of risk to ecosystems that may depend on 
groundwater. 
 

Comment 3: After review of Section 3.2.8 the Department considers its original 
comments still valid and recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA incorporate 
these comments into its analysis of deficiencies in the 2024 GSP. Specifically, 
CDFW recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA re-evaluate the above 
deficiencies to incorporate risk and review of GDEs. 
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Issue 4: The project components including surface water diversion for storage, may 
significantly impact ecological reserve, special-status species, and sensitive 
habitats including GDEs supported by the basin. 
 

Comment 4: Department considers its original comments still valid and 
recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA incorporate these comments into its 
analysis of deficiencies in the 2024 GSP. Specifically, CDFW recommends that 
the Pleasant Valley GSA re-evaluate the above deficiencies to incorporate review 
of potential environmental impacts of the project.  

 
Department Response Regarding Additional Ongoing Comments and 
Recommendations: The Department reviewed the Revised GSP and has identified the 
following ongoing comments and recommendations that the revision fails to adequately 
address beneficial uses and users of groundwater, identification and recognition of 
interconnected surface waters and groundwater dependent ecosystems, and failed to 
identify parcels, species, and habitat within the Pleasant Valley Ecological Reserve. As 
previously stated in the Department’s comments on the Final GSP (Attachment B), the 
Department recommends that the Pleasant Valley GSA: 
 

 Elaborate on potential environmental beneficial uses and users of groundwater 
by including a detailed description on how these users, such as GDEs and the 
species therein, may rely on groundwater and may be impacted by Sustainable 
Management Criteria pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 23 
sections 354.10 subdivision (a), 354.26 subdivision (b)(3), 354.28 subdivision 
(b)(4), 354.34 subdivision (b)(2), and 354.34 subdivision (f)(3).  
 

 Provide an estimate of timing of depletion of Zapato Chino, Los Gatos, and 
Jacalitos Creeks and their tributaries into the groundwater system to determine 
potential interconnection. These streams should be mapped and their reaches 
within the subbasin labeled as interconnected (gaining/losing) or disconnected. 
The Department also recommends including information of individual well 
construction and screening depth to ensure that depth to groundwater data used 
for analysis represents the upper unconfined aquifer. 

 

 Develop a hydrologically robust baseline from which to remove areas with a 
depth to groundwater greater than 30 feet that relies on multiple, climatically 
representative years of groundwater elevation and that accounts for the inter-
seasonal and inter-annual variability of GDE water demand. 
 

 Include additional resources for evaluating GDE locations. The Department 
recommends consulting other references, including but not limited to: California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) (2024A) VegCAMP, CDFW (2024B) 
CNDDB, California Native Plant Society (CNPS) (2019A and 2019B), 
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Klausmeyer et al. (2019), Rohde et al. (2018), The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
(2014 and 2019), U.S. Forest Service (USFS) (2019) CalVeg, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) (2018) NWI, USFWS (2019), and Witham et al. (2014). 
 

 Include figures that clearly label the parcels of the Pleasant Valley Ecological 
Reserve, including those parcels located outside of the basin boundary. A 
thorough analysis of potential project impacts to biological resources is 
recommended for inclusion in the Final GSP. Potential impact analysis to the 
reserve and special-status species and habitats located therein is also 
recommended.  

 
CONCLUSION 
 
In conclusion, the Department deems the Revised GSP insufficient in its consideration 
of GDEs, ISW, and environmental beneficial uses and users of groundwater including 
fish and wildlife and their habitats. The Department recommends that DWR carefully 
consider the above comments when assessing whether the Revised GSP is likely to 
achieve the sustainability goal for the Basin as required under SGMA statutes and 
regulations. The Department further recommends that DWR fully consider the 
Department’s comments, recommendations, and other available information concerning 
the Revised GSP’s consideration of GDEs and environmental beneficial uses and users 
when determining whether to approve the Revised GSP or determine, after consultation 
with the State Water Resources Control Board, that the Revised GSP is inadequate 
because deficiencies identified by DWR have not been corrected prior to the applicable 
statutory deadline (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, §§ 355.2, subd. (e) and 355.4, subd. (a)). 
The Department’s comments indicate that the Revised GSP fails to sufficiently address 
the following deficiencies previously identified by DWR, and thus may warrant a 
determination of inadequacy: 
 

1. The GSP does not identify reasonable measures and schedules to eliminate data 
gaps [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23 § 355.4 subd. (b)(2)]; 

2. The sustainable management criteria and projects and management actions are 
not commensurate with the level of understanding of the basin setting, based on 
the level of uncertainty, as reflected in the GSP [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23 § 355.4 
subd. (b)(3)];  

3. The interests of the beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the basin, and 
the land uses and property interests potentially affected by the use of 
groundwater in the basin, have not been considered [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23 § 
355.4 subd. (b)(4)];  

4. The GSP does not provide sufficient information to indicate that the GSA has 
adequately responded to comments that raise credible technical or policy issues 
with the GSP [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23 § 355.4 subd. (b)(10)].  
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Attachment B 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMENTS ON THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY SUBBASIN FINAL GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN  
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June 22, 2022 
 
 
Via Electronic Mail and Online Submission 
 
Monica Reis  
Supervising Engineer 
California Department of Water Resources 
901 P Street, Room 213 
Sacramento, California 94236 
Email: Monica.Reis@water.ca.gov 
Portal Submission: https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/#gsp 
 
Brad Gleason 
Board President 
Pleasant Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
P.O. Box 468 
Coalinga, California 93210 
Email: bgleason@westhillsfinancial.com 
 
Subject:  CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMENTS ON THE 

PLEASANT VALLEY SUBBASIN FINAL GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
 
Dear Monica Reis and Brad Gleason: 
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) is providing comments on the 
Pleasant Valley Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (Final GSP), prepared pursuant 
to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and submitted to the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) on April 4, 2022.  The Pleasant Valley Subbasin is 
listed as DWR Basin 5-022.10 and is designated as medium priority under SGMA.  
 
The Department is writing to support ecosystem preservation and enhancement in 
compliance with SGMA and its implementing regulations based on Department expertise 
and the best available information and science.  As trustee agency for the State’s fish and 
wildlife resources, the Department has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and 
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and the habitat necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of such species (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7 and 1802).  
 
Development and implementation of Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) under SGMA 
represents a new era of California groundwater management.  The Department has an 
interest in the sustainable management of groundwater, as many sensitive ecosystems, 
species, and public trust resources depend on groundwater and interconnected surface 
water.  
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SGMA and its implementing regulations afford ecosystems and species specific statutory 
and regulatory consideration, including the following as pertinent to GSPs: 
 

• GSPs must consider impacts to groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs) (Water 
Code, § 10727.4, subd. (l); see also Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 354.16, subd. (g)); 

• GSPs must consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, 
including environmental users of groundwater (Water Code, § 10723.2) and GSPs 
must identify and consider potential effects on all beneficial uses and users of 
groundwater (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, §§ 354.10, subdivision (a); 354.26, subd. 
(b)(3); 354.28, subd. (b)(4); 354.34, subd. (b)(2); and 354.34, subd. (f)(3));  

• GSPs must establish sustainable management criteria that avoid undesirable results 
within 20 years of the applicable statutory deadline, including depletions of 
interconnected surface water that have significant and unreasonable adverse 
impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 354.22 et 
seq. and Water Code, §§ 10721, subd. (x)(6) and 10727.2, subd. (b)) and describe 
monitoring networks that can identify adverse impacts to beneficial uses of 
interconnected surface water (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 354.34, subd. (c)(6)(D)); 
and, 

• GSPs must account for groundwater extraction for all water use sectors, including 
managed wetlands, managed recharge, and native vegetation (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 
23, §§ 351, subd.(a)(l) and 354.18, subd. (b)(3)). 

In the context of SGMA statutes and regulations, and Public Trust Doctrine considerations, 
groundwater planning should carefully consider and protect environmental beneficial uses 
and users of groundwater, including fish and wildlife and their habitats, GDEs, and 
interconnected surface water. 
 
Furthermore, the Public Trust Doctrine imposes a related but distinct obligation to consider 
how groundwater management affects public trust resources, including navigable surface 
waters and fisheries.  Groundwater hydrologically connected to surface waters is also 
subject to the Public Trust Doctrine to the extent that groundwater extractions or diversions 
affect or may affect public trust uses. (Environmental Law Foundation v. State Water 
Resources Control Board (2018), 26 Cal. App. 5th 844; National Audubon Society v. 
Superior Court (1983), 33 Cal. 3d 419.)  The GSA has “an affirmative duty to take the public 
trust into account in the planning and allocation of water resources, and to protect public 
trust uses whenever feasible.” (National Audubon Society, supra, 33 Cal. 3d at 446.)  
Accordingly, groundwater plans should consider potential impacts to and appropriate 
protections for interconnected surface water and their tributaries, and interconnected 
surface waters that support fisheries, including the level of groundwater contribution to 
those waters. 
 
GDEs within the Pleasant Valley Subbasin include Great Valley Mesquite Scrub, riparian, 
and wetland habitat.  Special-status species known to occur within these GDEs and other 
areas within the GSP boundary include the State threatened Swainson’s hawk (Buteo 
swainsoni), tricolored blackbird (Agelaius tricolor), and Nelson’s antelope squirrel 
(Ammospermophilus nelsoni); the State threatened and federal endangered San Joaquin kit 
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fox (Vulpes macrotis mutica); the State and federal endangered and State fully protected 
blunt-nosed leopard lizard (Gambelia sila); the State endangered foothill yellow-legged frog 
(Rana boylii); the State and federal endangered California jewelflower (Caulanthus 
californicus); the federal endangered and California rare plant rank (CRPR) 1B.2 San 
Joaquin woollythreads (Monolopia congdonii); the CRPR 1B.2 brittlescale (Atriplex 
depressa) and alkali-sink goldfields (Lasthenia chrysantha); the State species of special 
concern American badger (Taxidea taxus), western mastiff bat (Eumops perotis 
californicus), burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia), western pond turtle (Emys marmorata), 
California glossy snake (Arizona elegans occidentalis), San Joaquin coachwhip 
(Masticophis flagellum ruddocki), western spadefoot (Spea hammondii); and the Crotch 
bumble bee (Bombus crotchii) which is a rare and endemic species.  
 
A portion of Pleasant Valley Ecological Reserve owned by CDFW is located within the 
Pleasant Valley Subbasin boundary.  The remaining parcels of the Pleasant Valley 
Ecological Reserve are located adjacent to the Pleasant Valley Subbasin.  Zapato Chino, 
Los Gatos, and Jacalitos Creeks are located within or in close proximity to the Pleasant 
Valley Ecological Reserve parcels.  The reserve is managed for the benefit of the special-
status species and habitats listed above.  The Department is providing additional comments 
and recommendations as notated in Attachment A.  
  
The Department appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Final GSP.  If you 
have any further questions, please contact Annette Tenneboe, Senior Environmental 
Scientist (Specialist), Central Region SGMA Coordinator, at 
Annette.Tenneboe@wildlife.ca.gov or by phone at (559) 580-3202. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Valerie Cook 
Acting Regional Manager, Central Region 
 
Enclosures (Attachments A and B) 
 
ec:  California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 
Joshua Grover, Branch Chief 
Water Branch 
Joshua.Grover@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
Robert Holmes, Environmental Program Manager 
Statewide Water Planning Program  
Robert.Holmes@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
Angela Murvine, Statewide SGMA Coordinator 
Groundwater Program 
Angela.Murvine@wildlife.ca.gov 
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Bob Stafford 
Program Manager 
Wildlife and Lands Program 
Bob.Stafford@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
John Battistoni 
San Joaquin Valley & Mojave Desert Ecological Reserve Supervisor 
John.Battistoni@wildlife.ca.gov 

 
California Department of Water Resources 

 
Mike McGinnis  
South Central Region Office 
Michael.McGinnis@water.ca.gov 
 
County of Fresno Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
 
Roy Jimenez, Jr 
RJJimenez@fresnocountyca.gov 
 
Glenn Allen 
GLAllen@fresnocountyca.gov 
 
City of Coalinga Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
 
Sean Brewer 
sbrewer@coalinga.com 
 
State Water Resources Control Board 
 
Natalie Stork, Chief 
Groundwater Management Program 
Natalie.Stork@waterboards.ca.gov  
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Attachment A 
 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMENTS ON THE PLEASANT 
VALLEY SUBBASIN FINAL GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 

 
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) comments are as follows: 

 
1. Comment #1 Description of Beneficial Users. Section 2.5.1 (page 2-30).  The 

Final GSP does not consider environmental beneficial users.   
 
a. Issues:  The Department believes that beneficial uses, such as fish and wildlife 

preservation and enhancement, GDEs, and other plant and animal species that 
depend on GDEs and interconnected surface waters occur within the Pleasant 
Valley Subbasin [Water Code, §10727.4, subd. (I); 23 Cal. Code Regs., §§ 666 
and 354.26, subd. (b)(3)].  The Department has documented several sensitive 
species and habitats within the basin that should be considered in the GSP as 
beneficial users and are vulnerable to groundwater pumping impacts including 
(but not limited to) Great Valley Mesquite Scrub, riparian, and wetland habitat; 
the State threatened Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni) and tricolored blackbird 
(Agelaius tricolor); the State endangered foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii); 
and the State species of special concern western mastiff bat (Eumops perotis 
californicus), western spadefoot (Spea hammondii), and southwestern pond turtle 
(Emys pallida). 

 
b. Recommendations:  The Department recommends elaborating on potential 

environmental beneficial uses and users of groundwater by including a detailed 
description on how these users, such as GDEs and the species therein, may rely 
on groundwater and may be impacted by Sustainable Management Criteria 
pursuant to Title 23 California Code of Regulations sections 354.10(a), 
354.26(b)(3), 354.28(b)(4), 354.34(b)(2), and 354.34(f)(3).  The Critical Species 
LookBook (TNC 2019) is a resource to help identify threatened and endangered 
species in any basin subject to SGMA and to help understand species 
relationships to groundwater.  The LookBook also offers narrative on species and 
habitat groundwater dependence that can be a model for describing 
environmental beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the GSP. 

 
2. Comment #2 Interconnected Surface Water.  Section 3.2.7 Surface Water and 

Groundwater Interconnections (Page 3-64).  The Final GSP is insufficient in 
identifying interconnected surface water, due to a lack of supporting information for 
interconnected surface water analysis. 
 
a. Issues:  Section 3.2.7 Surface Water and Groundwater Interconnections (Page 3-

64) of the Final GSP states, “Groundwater within the Subbasin is generally 
encountered at depths between 300 to 500 feet below ground.  Due to the 
natural intermittent nature of surface water in the Subbasin and the depths to 
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groundwater, the Subbasin does not have interconnected surface water and 
groundwater as defined in the SGMA regulations.”  Figure 3-24 (page 3-41) 
summarizes the long-term water level trends of spring readings for 48 wells 
spread out within the subbasin.  The hydrograph shows that the groundwater 
level beginning from 1962 was shallower at around 185-feet depth-to-water and 
steadily declined to over 400-feet depth-to-water.  However, a review of the 
spring readings of individual wells included in this summary (pages 405 and 407) 
show a dramatic fluctuation in depth to groundwater from 410 feet to 110 feet 
during 2017, a wet water year.  

 
Section 5.3.6 Depletion of Interconnected Surface Water (Page 5-20) states, 
“There are no known interconnected surface water systems within the Subbasin, 
although there are areas where they may exist on the western border.  No 
information is available to assess potential surface water-groundwater 
interconnection in these areas since there are no wells, and hence no 
groundwater pumping.”  SGMA requires identification of interconnected surface 
water systems within the subbasin and an estimate of the quantity and timing of 
depletions of those systems (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 354.16, subd. (f)).   

 
b. Recommendations:  The Department recommends that the Final GSP provide an 

estimate of timing of depletion of Zapato Chino, Los Gatos, and Jacalitos Creeks 
and their tributaries into the groundwater system to determine potential 
interconnection.  These streams should be mapped and their reaches within the 
subbasin labeled as interconnected (gaining/losing) or disconnected.   

 
The Final GSP states that the groundwater system in the subbasin is composed 
of an upper unconfined aquifer and a semi-confined aquifer at greater depths.  
The Department also recommends including information of individual well 
construction and screening depth to ensure that depth to groundwater data used 
for analysis represents the upper unconfined aquifer. 

 
3. Comment #3 Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems.  Section 3.2.8 (Page 3-64).  

Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem (GDE) identification, pursuant to Title 23 
California Code of Regulations section 354.16, subdivision (g), is based on a limited 
data set to demonstrate exclusion of risk to ecosystems that may depend on 
groundwater. 
 
a. Issues: Methods applied to the Natural Communities Commonly Associated with 

Groundwater (NCCAG) dataset to eliminate potential GDEs are not robust.  
 

i. Depth to Groundwater:  A review of NCCAG, CNDDB, and aerial imagery 
indicates that GDEs including riparian habitat occur within the major creeks 
traversing the subbasin boundary.  The Final GSP eliminated GDEs from 
areas with a depth to groundwater greater than 200 feet during both 1998 and 
2017 (wet years).  This analysis relies on single-point-in-time baseline 
hydrology, specifically points in time that are preceded by several years into 
historic drought conditions when groundwater levels were trending 
significantly lower due to reduced surface water availability and increased 
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groundwater extraction.  Exclusion of potential GDEs based on singular 
groundwater elevation measurement is questionable because it does not 
consider representative climate conditions (i.e., seasons and a range of water 
type years) and it does not account for GDEs that can survive a finite period 
of time without groundwater access (Naumburg et al. 2005), but that rely on 
groundwater table recovery periods for long term survival.   

 
ii. Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Mapping:  The GSP does not 

adequately identify GDEs within the subbasin.  Mapping GDEs and other 
beneficial uses/users is an essential component in the consideration, 
development, and implementation of GSPs [Water Code, § 10723.2] and in 
assessing if groundwater conditions are impacting environmental beneficial 
uses and users of groundwater.  The GSA’s elimination of many potential 
GDEs identified in the NC Dataset may be premature.  GDEs can rely on 
groundwater for some or all its requirements, relying on multiple water 
sources simultaneously and at different temporal/spatial scales (e.g., 
precipitation, river water, reservoir water, soil moisture in the vadose zone, 
groundwater, applied water, treated wastewater effluent, urban stormwater, 
irrigated return flow).  The Department recommends that the best scientific 
data on depth to groundwater inform the analysis of GDEs and 
interconnected surface waters before potential GDEs are excluded. Until such 
time as data is collected to field verify the presence of GDEs, groundwater 
uncertainties should preclude the exclusion of GDEs. 

 
b. Recommendations:  

 
i. Depth to Groundwater:  The Department recommends developing a 

hydrologically robust baseline from which to remove areas with a depth to 
groundwater greater than 30 feet that relies on multiple, climatically 
representative years of groundwater elevation and that accounts for the inter-
seasonal and inter-annual variability of GDE water demand.  
 

ii. Include additional references for evaluation:  The Department recognizes that 
NCCAG (Klausmeyer et al. 2018) provided by the California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) is a good starting reference for GDEs; however, the 
Department recommends that the Final GSP include additional resources for 
evaluating GDE locations.  The Department recommends consulting other 
references, including but not limited to: California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) (2022A) VegCAMP, CDFW (2022B) CNDDB, California 
Native Plant Society (CNPS) (2019A and 2019B), Klausmeyer et al. (2019), 
Rohde et al. (2018), The Nature Conservancy (TNC) (2014), U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) (2019) CalVeg, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
(2018) NWI, USFWS (2019), and Witham et al. (2014). 
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4. Comment #4 Section 6 Projects and Management Actions.  Potential impacts 
to Pleasant Valley Ecological Reserve, Special Status Species, and Sensitive 
Habitats including GDEs.   
 

a. Issues:  The Department owns and manages the 1200-acre Pleasant Valley 
Ecological Reserve, which includes a 160-acre parcel located within the basin 
boundary.  The other units that make up the remaining acreage of the 
Pleasant Valley Ecological Reserve are located immediately adjacent to, or in 
close proximity to, the basin boundary.  Los Gatos Creek transverses a 
portion of the Pleasant Valley Ecological Reserve and supports potential 
groundwater dependent ecosystems including Great Valley Mesquite Scrub 
and other riparian and wetland habitat.     

 
Given the numerous special-status species and sensitive habitats known to 
occur within the subbasin and surrounding area (CDFW 2022B), the 
Department cautions that construction and implementation of the proposed 
projects and potential points of diversion shown on Figure 6-2 (page 264) 
may result in significant biological impacts including take (“take” as defined in 
Fish & G. Code, § 86).  The proposed North Pipeline Alignment Project on 
Figure 6-2 appears to be located immediately adjacent to or within the 
Pleasant Valley Ecological Reserve and potential impacts to the reserve and 
special-status species should be fully analyzed.  The project components 
listed in Table 6-1 (page 256), including surface water diversion for storage, 
may significantly impact groundwater dependent ecosystem habitat and 
sensitive species supported by these areas.   

 
b. Recommendations:  The Department recommends that the Final GSP figures 

clearly label the parcels of the Pleasant Valley Ecological Reserve, including 
those parcels located outside of the basin boundary. A thorough analysis of 
potential project impacts to biological resources is recommended for inclusion 
in the Final GSP.  Potential impact analysis to the reserve and special-status 
species and habitats located therein is also recommended. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Department believes that the Final GSP could improve compliance with several 
aspects of SGMA statutes and regulations by improving its assessment and 
characterization of interconnected surface water and groundwater dependent ecosystems 
and environmental beneficial uses and users of groundwater, including fish and wildlife and 
their habitats.  The Department also recommends that the Final GSP provide clarity on the 
various project implementation and management actions that may have a direct impact on 
groundwater dependent ecosystems and other environmental users of groundwater.  The 
Department recommends that DWR carefully consider the above comments when 
assessing whether the Final GSP is likely to achieve the sustainability goal for the basin as 
required under SGMA statutes and regulations.  The Department further recommends that 
DWR fully consider the Department’s comments, recommendations, and other available 
information concerning the Final GSP’s consideration of groundwater dependent 
ecosystems and environmental beneficial uses and users when determining whether (1) to 
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require the GSA to correct deficiencies in the Final GSP prior to the applicable statutory 
deadline; or (2) to determine that the Final GSP is inadequate due to incompleteness or 
significant deficiencies based on one or more criteria identified in SGMA regulations that 
have not been corrected prior to the applicable statutory deadline (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, 
§§ 355.2, subd. (e) and 355.4, subd. (b)).  The Department’s comments indicate that the 
Final GSP contains discrepancies that may materially affect the ability of the GSA to 
achieve the sustainability goal for the basin, and thus may warrant corrections to the Final 
GSP or a determination of inadequacy. 
 

1. The assumptions, criteria, findings, and objectives, including the sustainability goal, 
undesirable results, minimum thresholds, measurable objectives, and interim 
milestones are not reasonable and/or not supported by the best available information 
and best available science. [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 355.4, subd. (b)(1)] (See 
Comments #1 through 4) 
 

2. The GSP does not identify reasonable measures and schedules to eliminate data 
gaps. [Cal. Code Regs, tit. 23, § 355.4, subd. (b)(2)] (See Comments #1 through 3) 
 

3. The sustainable management criteria and projects and management actions are not 
commensurate with the level of understanding of the basin setting, based on the 
level of uncertainty, as reflected in the GSP. [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 355.4, subd. 
(b)(3)] (See Comments # 1 through 4) 
 

4. The interests of the beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the basin, and the 
land uses and property interests potentially affected by the use of groundwater in the 
basin, have not been considered. [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 355.4, subd. (b)(4)] 
(See Comments #1 through 4) 
 

5. The projects and management actions are not feasible and/or not likely to prevent 
undesirable results and ensure that the basin is operated within its sustainable yield. 
[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 355.4, subd. (b)(5)] (See Comments # 1 through 4) 
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