PLEASANT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

DISTRICT AND VICINITY

Histogz

The Pleasant Valley Water District was formed in January 1963 to
provide agricultural water to lands within the district. Since its
formation, the district has had no annexations. The district has had
one detachment and five reorganizations which have resulted in the
exclusion of approximately 6,923 acres. These lands were eventually
annexed to the Westlands Water District. As a result of the reorgani-
zations, two non-contiguous islands within Pleasant Valley Water Dis-
trict were created. Both islands comprise 320 acres and lie just east
of Pleasant Valley Water District and adjacent to Westlands Water
District to the southwest. Pleasant Valley Water District contains
approximately 43,000 acres.

The district lies in the southwesterly part of Fresno County along the
foothills of the coast range. ity of Coalinga is completely sur-
rounded by Pleasant Valley but luded from the district.

Services -

The district is presently not providing any water service; it has no
source of water and has no contract to receive water. The district
does not contemplate receiving any water in the near Ffuture.

Pleasant Valley Water District was formed to obtain agricultural water
from the San Luis Canal. However, the district has not been success-
ful in implementing a water program. Under present federal regulations
lands greater than 160 acres that receive either surface water or sur- ‘
face water benefits but are under a single ownership must be sold within
a l0-year period. O0il companies, owning over 50% of the land in the
district, do not wish to so dispose of their land, stopping any negotia-
tion of a contract for water with the Bureau of Reclamation.

Presently, lands that are under cultivation within Pleasant Valley are
being irrigated by groundwater which is pumped from individual wells.
However, because the groundwater is of poor quality, the farmers are
limited as to the types of crops they can plant and grow. Also, the
water table in the district has been dropping for several years.

Westlands Water District -is the only water district adjacent to Pleasant
Valley. - I

Assets and Budget

The district presently has no fixed assets, no budget and no emplgyees.
The district has not levied or collected any type of assessment since
1967. The district has no tax rate and no bonded indebtedness.
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7Political Participation

Pleasant Valley Water District is governed by an elected board of
directors, comprised of five members, Since 1969, however, eight
persons have been. app01nted to the district's governing board by the
Board of Superv1sors 1n lieu of an election, :

Population and Land Use

The population ofvthe district is approximately 100 persons.

Land use for both the district and vicinity consists mostly of agri-
cultural and rural residential uses. However, there are oil fields
to the south, west, and northwest of the district. - Zoning for much
of the district and vicinity is A-1 and AE~40. Much of the district,
particularly to the north, east, and south of the City of Coalinga,
~is under agrlcultural preserve contract.

The dlstrlct lies within the planning area of the Coalinga Regional
Plan. This plan recommends agricultural use for much of the district

. with recreational areas and/or flood plains to be developed along Los
Gatos, Warthan, and Jacalitos Creeks which flow through the district.
‘The Coalinga Regional Plan has also recommended that approximately 60
acres adjacent to the City of Coalinga along Phelps Avenue and 25 acres
east of Highway 198 at the southeast corner of Coallnga be designated
for general industrial reserve uses.

- The Fresno County Planning Department is presently proposing that all
land lying westerly of Pleasant Valley, Westlands, and San Luis Water
‘Districts be designated as west side rangeland. The county is recom-
mending that a rangeland zone district be established that would re-

quire a minimum lot size of 40 acres on all land so designated.

ANALYSIS

Pleasant Valley Water District is presently not providing any water
service due to its unsuccessful attempts at establishing a surface
water program because owners of a majority of the land within the
district will not sign a recordable contract for surface water benefits
under present federal regulations. In order to resolve this, the
district attempted to establish a water distribution system which
would exclude property belonging to the oil companies. Since every
other section of land is owned by one of the o0il companies, however,
the district area and distribution system would result in a checker-
board pattern.. Also, though the lands belonging to the oil companies
would not receive any water from this distribution system, they would
receive a water benefit by the groundwater recharge. Consequently,
the federal government would not approve the delivery of surface

water to Pleasant Valley without recordable contracts on all the lands
within the district benefiting from surface water in one form or another.

. Some private property owners in the district have had their lapds _
detached from Pleasant Valley and annexed to Westlands Water District
which has an active surface water program. Annexation to Westlands



has been conditioned upon approval by the Bureau of Reclamation and
the district's ability to provide and transmit the water to the
proposal area, The problem of the checkerboard pattern of land owner-
ship with excess lands receiving benefit through groundwater recharge
still exists. ‘Also, if a private landowner ' is willing to annex to
Westlands for water service, he would incur the cost of constructing
and installing a distribution line to his property which could be
expensive.

For the present, the landowners within the district will:need to con-
tinue pumping underground water from private individual wells. How-
ever, the underground water table is continuing to drop .and could
prove to-be an unfeasible water supply in the near future.

RECOMMENDATION

The district has not levied and collected any type of assessment since
1967, is not presently providing any type of service, and has no
assets. Since the current dilemma over property ownership and excess.
lands cannot be satisfactorily resolved, staff recommends that the
district be dissolved and that it have no sphere of influence.
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PLEASANT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT SPHERE OF INFLUENCE

In our original report for the subject district, the staff had
recommended no sphere of influence and that the district be
dissolved. We had recommended these actions because at the

time the report was prepared, the district was not able to obtain
a supply of surface water, was not providing service, and it
appeared that no service would be provided in the future.

The staff has since learned from the district that an engineer
has been hired to find a solution to its water problems. Also,
the district expects to enter into a water service contract with
the Bureau of Reclamation after studies are completed. A water
service system could be developed to provide water to percolation
points to recharge the groundwater table, which has been steadily
dropping over the years. This groundwater would be extracted

by all property owners. Also, those property owners willing to
sign a contract with the Bureau, subject to Federal excess land
laws, would be furnished surface water from a distribution system
being contemplated at this time. However, district plans at this
time are tentative. '

Because of the current district efforts, LAFCO staff wishes to
amend their recommendation as follows: the district sphere of
influence shall be coterminous with existing district boundaries,
except that those two district islands near Interstate 5 Freeway
are recommended for detachment. (These islands are not contiguous
to the district and are very remote, making service provision
difficult. One island to the north consists of poor soils and
rolling to steep topography. The other island could be served

by the adjacent Westlands Water District.)






